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PREFACE

On 16 January 2000, Khin Maung Myint, Liaison Officer for the United Wa State Army, announced that the 
Wa leadership had begun a three-year project of relocating “50,000” of their people from the Chinese border 
in the north to the Thai border in the south.

Some media attention was given to this initial announcement, but there has since been almost no international 
coverage of the Wa resettlement program, which has been continuing up until today. Eastern Shan State, like 
most of Burma’s border areas, is largely sealed off to the outside world, and as a result, this massive population 
transfer and its accompanying abuses have been effected in virtual secrecy.

This report is an attempt to expose the effects of the move on the Wa settlers themselves, as well as on the local 
populations in southern Shan State into whose areas they were settled.

Clearly, the move has fomented ethnic tensions between the Wa and other indigenous peoples in eastern Shan 
State, such as the Lahu, Akha and Shan. The aim of this report is not to exacerbate these tensions, but rather, 
by exposing and analyzing the current problems, to emphasise the need for a political solution that will enable 
the various ethnic peoples to live alongside each other in equality and peace.

The report has been based on numerous interviews conducted with Wa, Shan, Akha and Lahu villagers along 
the Thai-Burma border between June and December 2001. Due to lack of official data from the Wa authori
ties, and due to the ongoing nature of the resettlement, the report is necessarily incomplete. However, the 
urgent need to expose to the outside world what has been happening has compelled us to publish this report 
using the data available.

We are indebted to various individuals and organisations for their assistance in producing this report.

Lahu National Development Organization

Additional preface from Chairman of the Wa National Organisation

This report provides an insight into the sufferings being faced by the peoples.of Eastern Shan State: the Shan, 
Wa, Lahu, Akha, Palaung, Lisu and Kachin. The Burmese military regime has granted no freedom of the press, 
and no freedom of movement, so it is hard to know what is really happening in this area. Clearly, there can 
never be real peace while one ethnic group is oppressing another. Only if the real facts are exposed to the 
people of Burma and the rest of the world, will it be possible to find a cure to the suffering. I believe this report 
is an important first step in the search for a way to live together in peace.

Sao Maha Sang 
Chairman,
Wa National Organisation (based on the Thai-Burma border)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report estimates that since the end of 1999, over one quarter of the entire Wa population have been 
forcibly resettled from their homes near the China border to southern Shan State. Authorized by the Burmese 
military junta, the United Wa State Party (UWSP) has sent approximately 126,000 men, women and children 
by truck and on foot over 400 kilometres south to the Thai-Burma border.

Both the UWSP and the junta, the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), have officially stated that 
the mass Wa resettlement program is aimed to eradicate opium production by enabling villagers to grow 
alternative crops in the more fertile lands of southern Shan State. However, evidence in this report shows that 
the resettled villagers are planting new opium fields, with the support of SPDC and UWSP officials.

While it is clear that this resettlement program has little to do with drug eradication, the real motives have yet to 
be confirmed. This report speculates that the UWSP has carried out the program to gain territory and eco
nomic advantages from border trade into Thailand and Laos. It is speculated that the SPDC are carrying out 
their usual divide-and-rule strategy: pitting the UWSP against the Shan resistance in southern Shan State, and 
using the UWSP as a proxy army against neighbouring countries; not to mention dividing the Wa themselves. 
Wa sources also state that financial benefits for individual SPDC leaders have facilitated the move.

Whatever the rationale for the resettlement, this report clearly documents the forced nature of the program and 
the abuses inflicted not only on those resettled but also on the villagers in the south who lost their lands to the 
new arrivals. The resettled Wa came from six townships in the northern Wa area, as well as inside China’s 
Yunnan province. Some were given no warning whatsoever before the move, and all were forced to abandon 
most of their possessions. Most were herded into trucks to travel south, but many were forced to walk through 
mountains, taking over two months. Some died en route.

On arrival in the south, the villagers were settled mainly around existing villages in the townships of Mong Hsat, 
Mong Ton and Tachilek, lying opposite Thailand’s Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai provinces and Laos. Upon 
arrival, the villagers were given rice by the UWSP but, unused to the new surroundings, many fell ill. It is 
estimated that over 4,000 people died, of malaria and other diseases, during the year 2000 alone.

The lives of the original inhabitants of these areas, mainly Shan, Lahu and Akha, have been gravely disrupted. 
Their lands and property have been seized by the newcomers, and they have had to face abuses committed by 
both SPDC and UWSP troops. This report estimates that the number of original inhabitants affected by the 
resettlement program is approximately 48,000. Of these, it is estimated that at least 4,500 have fled to other 
areas of Shan State, while another 4,000 have fled to Thailand. These Shan, Lahu and Akha villagers have no 
access to refugee camps where they can access protection and humanitarian assistance.

The LNDO maintains that it is the lack of democracy and rule of law in Burma that has enabled such a mass 
resettlement to take place without respect for the rights of those affected. The LNDO thus calls for interna
tional pressure to be maintained on the Burmese military junta to immediately enter into tripartite dialogue with 
the democratic Burmese and ethnic opposition to bring about a speedy transition to democracy and self- 
determination for the ethnic peoples of Burma. In the meantime, the LNDO calls for the following:

1. The SPDC and the Wa authorities must end immediately the forced resettlement of villagers from 
northern to southern Shan State. Villagers who wish to return to their original homes in the north must 
be allowed to do so without penalty.

2. Land and property seized by the new settlers from villagers in southern Shan State must immediately 
be returned to their original owners, and these villagers must be allowed to return to their homes and 
continue their former livelihoods without further harassment.

3. Foreign governments and UN agencies should stop all support to the regime for chug control programs 
in Shan State, as their support makes them complicit in the human rights abuses being inflicted on local 
peoples in the name of drug eradication.
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GENERAL BACKGROUND OF THE WA

The Wa are reputed to be the original inhabitants of parts of the Shan State and northern Thailand. They belong 
to the Palaung-Wa group of the Mon-Khmer race. The main indigenous Wa region is located roughly between 
the Namting River in the north and Namkha River 
in the south (both are tributaries of the Salween), 
and China in the east and the Salween in the west, 
an area of 6,000 square miles, about one-tenth 
of the total area of Shan State. It is a mountain
ous land between 600-3,000 meters above sea 
level. The terrain is rugged and the soil is gener
ally poor. There is almost no flat land. Much of 
the area is denuded of forest from long time slash- 
and-burn agriculture and the pressure to grow 
opium, although in some areas impenetrable jungle 
remains. The steep-sided mountains make it hard 
to travel from place to place.

market in northern Wa area
Population
According to the UWSP leadership, the population of the Wa area in Burma was 500,000 in 1994. The ratio 
of men to women is one to three, largely because of the many decades of warfare in their area. Children under 
the age of 15 account for a third of the total population. There are about 11,000 births per year. The Wa 
constitute 70% of the population. Others are Lahu, Shan, Kachin, Han, Ainee, Lisu, Meo, Palaung, Hwe, Pen, 
Pulan, Akha, Mien, Karen and Laomia.

Lingua Franca
The official languages (designated by the current UWSP administration) are Mandarin and Wa. Most Wa can 
speak but cannot write their own language. Very few know Burmese, although many can speak Shan.

Religion
Most people are animists but there also some Buddhists and Christians. As late as 1973, Wa were still prac
ticing head-hunting. Human heads were displayed on posts at the entrance to each village in order to ward off 
evil spirits and ensure good harvests.

Education
Most have no education and are illiterate in any language. However, since 1990, a formal system of primary 
education, in Chinese and Wa, has been developed. Most Chinese teachers are imported.

Agriculture
The Wa grow hill rice in shifting agriculture. Usually the rice harvest provides families with food for only up to 
half of the whole year. For the rest of the year, they rely mostly on income from opium crops to buy rice. The 
terrain is suitable for few other crops.Large areas of forests in Wa State have been destroyed to grow opium 
poppies, leading to serious soil erosion.

Political Background
Until the communists came to the Wa area in 1968, there were many principalities, each under the direct 
administration of a chief. Some of the territories, called states, were tiny but others as large as 1,600 square 
miles.
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DISTRICTS AND TOWNSHIPS OF NORTHERN 
WA-CONTROLLED AREA
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The Wa were left almost untouched by the British and also by the Japanese. Although the British Shan States 
also included the Wa States, they were not part of the federation formed in 1922. After World War II there 
was fighting between Wa and Chinese Muslims in the north and among Wa themselves in the south, when the 
Kuomintang, freshly driven out from the Mainland stepped in. The area was cleared of the Kuomintang only in 
1954, when the Wa area and its northern neighbor, Kokang, were jointly created into a special district, with 
Hopang as its capital, and Mongmai and Pangyang as sub-capitals.

In 1968, the Communist Party of Burma (CPB) 
entered eastern Shan State and established the 
People’s Army, in which the Wa constituted the 
major force.

Following mutiny against the CPB by the Kokang 
on 12 March 1989, the Wa revolted on 17 April 
and drove out the communist leadership. Soon 
after, they formed the Burma National Solidarity 
Party, which was later renamed the United Wa 
State Party (UWSP), with a military wing, the 
United State Wa Army (UWSA).

The Wa leadership began negotiations with Rangoon, and UWSP publications state that a ceasefire agreement 
was reached on May 18, 1989.

In 1989 war broke out with the Shan Mong Tai Army (MTA), led by warlord Khun Sa, for control of the 
Doilang-Mongyawn area in southern Shan State, which fell into Wa hands after the MTA, shattered by mutiny, 
surrendered to the Burmese military in January 1996. However, Shan troops who refused to surrender reas
sembled as the Shan State Army - South, which continues to operate as an active armed resistance group in the 
southern Shan area.

The UWSA is reportedly 20,000 strong and boasts to be the largest force among the existing non-junta armed 
forces. It is also reported to enjoy good relations with the Chinese government.

Administration

The UWSP have established eleven districts in the original Wa area: Yian Chen, Yin Pan, Wang Len, Lien He, 
Gong Ming Shan, Kun Ma, Ge Long Ba, Na Wi, Pangyang, Ting Aw, Weng Kao, with the territorial capital in 
Panghsang. They have also established another three districts: Mong Pawk, Ho Tao and Mong Ngen, south
east of Panghsang.

A southern division has also been set up in part of Monghsat township bordering Thailand since the Wa 
takeover of the area from the Mong Tai Army in 1996.

However, Rangoon has only recognized 6 townships in the former Wa States, namely: Hopang, Mongmai 
(Mongmau), Pangwai, Man Hpang, Nahparn and Pangyang.

(N.B. The report shall adopt the said 6 townships for its convenience.)

Village in northern Wa area
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THE EXODUS

The rationale

There has been much speculation about the real reasons for the mass resettlement of Wa to southern Shan 
State which began in 1999. The official explanation given by Wa leaders, both to outsiders and their own 
people alike, was that it would be a Herculean, if not impossible, task both to develop the Wa region and make 
it a drug-free zone by the year 2005, as promulgated in 1996. They had a fertile land in the south, which their 
leaders had fought over and won (when Khun Sa surrendered in 1996), where they could live a better life. The 
following reasons given by Wa commanders were also heard by local people:

• The UWSA regards eastern Shan State as the historic land of the Wa occupied by Shans in the 12th 
century. Thus the Wa are just taking back what is rightfully theirs.

• Rangoon had promised that if the Wa were able to defeat Khun Sa, his former territories along the Thai 
border would automatically become theirs.

• The UWSA needs to prevent the Wa fighters in the south from getting homesick and returning to their 
homes in the north with or without leave.

• More commonly stated is: (Lt-Gen) Khin Nyunt (Secretary-1 of the ruling Burmese military council) has 
sold this territory to the UWSP

Although the UN Drug Control Program is currently implementing a drug eradication project in the northern 
Wa area (near Mong Pauk), they do not appear to have been directly involved in the resettlement program. 
However, some observers have pointed out that resettlement of poppy growers to non-poppy growing areas 
is included in the UN-initiated 1998 master-plan of SCOPE (Strategy for Coca and Poppy Elimination) that 
aims to eradicate drug-linked crops by the Year 2008.

Further political or strategic reasons for the move have also been suggested by observers:

• Rangoon wants to practise its usual divide-and-rule strategy by pitting the UWSP against the active Shan 
resistance in the south.

• It also wants to use it as a proxy against its “historic enemy,” Thailand.

• Rangoon wants to occupy the region along the Chinese border. By dividing the Wa, it will make the task 
easier.

• China’s stake in the relocation program has also been speculated, since the Wa are known to be strongly 
influenced by their northern neighbour. It has been suggested that China may even have provided some of 
the huge costs of the move.

• The Wa leaders want to vacate areas in the north in order to resettle Wa villagers from China.
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Various evidence, including lists of populations to be resettled drawn up in 1994 by UWSP, lists of the villages 
actually resttled during 1999-2001, and LNDO interviews, shows that most of the Wa villagers chosen for 
resttlement came form the areas closest to the China border.

The following list is a summary of the populations chosen for resettlement which was decided on as early as 
1994. It can be seen that the highest numbers of villagers were to be resettled from Yian Chen, Gong Ming 
Shan amd Kun Ma districts, all adjoining China.

Choice of villages to be resettled

Northern Wa township District Population designated for 
resettlement

Hopang Yian Chen 12,991
Na Wei 2,450

Mong Mai Gong Ming Shan 12,009
Ge Long Ba 3,560

Pang Wai Kun Ma 18,700
Wang Len 9,000

Nahpam Yin Pan 11,000
Manhpang Lien He 13,000

TOTAL 82,710

According to information available to LNDO, the actual numbers of villages resettled during 1999-2001 to the 
south from each township in the northern Wa area are as follows:

Township Original no. 
of villages*

No. of villages wholly 
or partially resettled* *

% of
total

Hopang 52 23 44%
Mong Mai 268 57 21%
Man Hpang 267 37 14%
Nahnam 182 66 36%
Pang Wai 93 59 63%
Pang Yang 298 54 19%

* According to 1974 Burmese government lists
* * See Appendix 2 for detailed lists of villages.

The above list, and the map (opposite) showing villages resettled, shows that the highest proportions of villages 
moved were still in the northernmost townships of the Wa area bordering China.

Furthermore, although LNDO does not have statistics for percentages of households resettled from each 
village, interviews carried out by LNDO confirm that the villages where high percentages of households were 
moved were in the areas of townships adjoining China. (Appendix 2 shows lists of percentages of households 
moved from the Pang Yang area, where on average 30-50% of the households of chosen villages were desig
nated to move. However, it has been reported that up to 100% of households in villages along the China 
border were ordered to move.)

That higher numbers of villagers were moved from the areas along the Chinese border supports the speculation 
that the Wa leaders were planning to bring in villagers from across the border in China to replace them.
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VILLAGES IN NORTHERN WA AREA WHOLLY OR 
PARTIALLY RESETTLED TO SOUTHERN SHAN STATE



However, another reason why a proportionally higher number of villages has been moved from these northern 
areas appears to be because they are the home areas of two of the most influential UWSA leaders based in 
southern Shan State. Wei Hsiao Kang (head of UWSA Division 171) was from northern Mong Mai township, 
and Wei Sai Tang a.k.a. Ta Tang (head of UWSA Brigade 894) was from the Kun Ma District of Pang Wai 
township. It has been speculated that they wanted to bring villagers loyal to them from their home areas to 
increase their support bases in the south.

Although the stated reason for resettling the villagers from these areas to the southern Shan State was that the 
area in the north was infertile and only good for growing opium, it is notable that some of the areas from which 
villagers were resettled were actually quite fertile. For example, the northern border area of Mong Mai was 
well-known as being prosperous. According to one Wa interviewee, local authorities were keen to move away 
the local populations in order to exploit the natural resources in the area:

“In the Yawng Parit and Aik Soi areas in Mong Mau district, there was more opium than in ours. 
This was the part of the Wa area where most opium was produced and where most other crops 
could be grown. Most of the villagers were rich. There were also silver deposits in the area. The 
Wa leaders and Chinese government made 10,000 villagers there move out because they wanted 
to mine for silver. While we were walking (to southern Shan State), we were passed by villagers 
from Yawng Parit and Aik Soi villages, who were being moved in trucks. ” (LNDO interview #2)

The ethnicity of the villagers chosen for resettlement was predominantly Wa, with a very small percentage of 
Lahu being resettled.

Apart from villages in the Wa territory of Burma, there are also consistent reports that villagers from areas 
across the border in China, (according to one interviewee, up to 25,000 people) were also brought into Burma 
for resettlement in the south. LNDO has not managed to ascertain the exact origins of those resettled from 
inside China.

Preparation for the move
There are reports of the Wa authorities informing people up to 6 months beforehand that they would be 
resettled in the south.

“'One day, a (Wa) militia leader called Ngao Kap who’d come back from a meeting at the head
quarters at Panghsang told us that soon all the people in our village would have to move to the 
Thai-Burma borderline. We were told that there would be good soil there, we could plant new 

fields, and get as much land to work or stay on as we wanted. It was close to Thailand, so we 
could sell our chickens, pigs, buffalo, cows, and so on for a good price. ” (LNDO interview #1)

The villagers were aware that they had no choice about whether or not to go.

“The Wa people are used to having to obey orders from our time under communist rule, so no 
one dared to protest. ” (LNDO interview #3)
“.. We all knew that we had to obey the orders of the Wa leaders, or else we would be killed. ” 
(LNDO interview # 1)

Clearly, there were mixed feelings among those who were ordered to move. Many appeared to look forward 
to the new life in the south:

“Most of my family were happy to be moving, especially two of my older daughters who wanted 
to escape from their miserable life. ” (LNDO interview #1)
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“I could not feel happy because I did not know anything about the new place. (..) I told my wife 
I did not want to leave my farm and opium plot, which was how I really felt. But I did not tell 
anyone else that I did not want to move. ” (LNDO interview #1)

Another reason why some were reluctant to move was that they feared the warmer climate in southern Shan 
State, where they knew malaria was endemic. In the mid-nineties, many Wa soldiers from the north had died of 
malaria while fighting the Shan forces of the Mong Tai Army on the Shan-Thai border in the south.

“Because of this news (of the move), some villagers were happy and some were sad. The villag
ers who were sad were the people who had once fought against Khun Sa at Loi Lang, on the 
Thai-Burma border. Many of their fellow-soldiers had died of malaria at that time. ” (LNDO 
interview #1)

Despite the initial designation of which populations were to move, on the day of the move itself, some people 
found themselves being forced to move without any warning whatsoever.

“Some were told 6 months in advance that they would be moving. Some had no warning at all. 
In the case of one village called Yaung Gayor, which had 230 houses, the order had been given 
that about 100 families should move. But on the day of the move, actually 150 were ordered to 
move. They simply forced people outfrom other houses at random. In some families, there were 
children who ran away secretly from their houses because they didn’t want to go, and so were 
left behind. Thus, families ended up being split by the move. ” (LNDO interview #6)

Even for some who knew they were to move in advance, the day of the move came quite abruptly:

“One night, (..) 20 soldiers from the headquarters came and said: Early tomorrow morning, 
when you hear the signal of a whistle, everyone must get up and cook and eat quickly. By the 
second whistle, you must all leave the village. No one is allowed to carry any pots, plates, or 
other belongings. ” (LNDO interview #1)

The order forbidding people to carry their possessions with them caused increased unhappiness among those 
to be moved:

“We had to leave behind all our belongings, which we had struggled for so many years to 
collect. Some households had many cows and buffaloes which they had to leave behind. No one 
wanted to leave them behind. We were told by our leaders that we would be paid back for the 
possessions we left behind. We had no choice but to obey, whether we believed them or not. ” 
(LNDO interview #2)

The journey
There were various routes taken by the settlers to the south. The majority travelled initially on foot from their 
villages to larger towns, and then were transported in trucks. The main points of assembly were Panghsang, the 
Wa capital of Pangyang township, and Mong Pauk (where the UNDCP has set up an alternative development 
program). From there the journey took them to Mong Piang, 100 miles in the south, and to Mong Hsat, 96 
miles further south. From Mong Hsat, the settlers were taken to areas further south and east in Mong Hsat 
township, and south-west to areas in Mong Ton township.

However, some expressed unhappiness about leaving their ancestral homes and farmlands:
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Some interviewees also spoke of people moving by truck across the Salween to the western part of Shan 
State, travelling'day and night down southward, and then back across the Salween east to the resettlement 
sites.

During the monsoons of 2001, the area of Paliao- 
Keng Larp, northeast of Tachilek, along the 
Mekhong became another relocation area. Further 
reports in late 2001 indicated that Mong Piang 
township had also been marked for resettlement 
of 10,000 - 20,000 families.

Many of the settlers had never even seen motor 
vehicles before in their lives, let alone ridden in them.

“After we had been walking for five 
days, we heard a sound far in the dis
tance. The sound was like a strong wind 
blowing and thunder. My wife and my 
daughter asked me what the sound was, 
but I did not know. Only after I asked one of the soldiers, did I learn that it was the sound of a 
car. I had never seen a car before. None of the other people in the village had seen one either. ” 
(LNDO interview # 1)

Inevitably, cramped together in the trucks under canvas covering, many of them suffered car-sickness.

“500 of us were ordered to get into nine big six-wheel trucks. There was a big rush to get into 
the trucks. Then the trucks started to move. Before we had even gone beyond shouting distance, 
all the people, old, young and children started feeling sick, and began crying and shouting. 
There were three Wa soldiers in each truck. The soldiers threatened those who were shouting. 
Some of the villagers in the truck begged to go on foot instead of in the trucks. (..) A cover was 
put over the back of the truck. It became as dark as night, and we could not see where we were 
going. (...) I had never felt so sick in all my life. I felt like I was being punished in hell. I told my 
wife that what I prayed for in the next life was never to ride in a car again. I preferred to be 
killed than to suffer so much. ” (LNDO interview #1)

The Shan Herald Agency for News reported deaths on November 30,2001, of two Wa villagers during the 
motor-journey down to Mong Ton.

“Both were women, age 61 and 69 (...) The Chinese 6-wheelers were covered with tarpaulin 
and they must have died from suffocation as a result.'’'’ (S.H.A.N news article: “Wa dying on the 
southbound journey” 4/12/01)

Some of the settlers did not travel by truck, but walked the whole way. One settler mentioned that he and his 
family were in a group that walked “because most of us were poor. ” (LNDO interview #2) However, since 
many of those who came by truck were also poor, this does not seem to have been the main reason that some 
ended up travelling entirely on foot.

Others came by truck via Mong Yang, Mong Khark, Kengtung and Tachilek, before going on to Mong Hsat.

villagers being resettled to the south
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The journey on foot from the northern Wa area down to southern Shan State took several months. For families 
with small children, it was a difficult undertaking:

“All my family’s clothes were in one basket. My wife carried the clothes basket on her back and 
carried our one-year-old daughter too. I carried 1 viss of opium and 150 yuan at the bottom of 
a basket, and maize and 6 small baskets of rice on these. My three-year-old son was on my 
basket. My older daughter carried some plates and food. Our second daughter held her younger 
brother's hand who was 5 years old. Sometimes we would walk along the roads, and sometimes 
take short cuts. The way was very rough and often we had to walk in zig-zags up and down the 
mountains... There were many children in our group, so in some places we rested for two or three 
nights... The trip took 69 days. ” (LNDO interview #2)

The vacated villages
The LNDO has not managed to conduct interviews directly with Wa who can testify at first hand to what has 
happened to villages vacated in the northern Wa area by the resettlement. However, several sources have 
reported hearing indirectly that villagers have been brought in from the China side of the border to replace the 
resettled villagers.

One 73-year-old Wa who was relocated from the northern Wa area in May 2001 to southern Mong Ton 
township was interviewed by an LNDO informant at the Thai-Burma border in late 2001. He reported hearing 
from Wa villagers who were resettled after him that his house had already been occupied by newcomers from 
the China side of the border.

ARRIVAL OF THE SETTLERS

Resettlement locations
The list below shows the approximate breakdown and location of the populations resettled from the northern 
Wa area to southern Shan State from 1999 to the end of 2001. It is estimated that of the total below, about
50,000 people were brought down from the north during the dry season of 1999-2000, while most of the rest 
were brought down during the following 2000-2001 dry season.

Southern Shan Townships Wa military command #.of households # of people
Monghsat
southern area (Mong Yawn) Bde 894 4,140 29,703
central area (Hsai Khao,Kawng Mutan) Div. 171 3,650 24,190
central area (Tang Seng) Bde.894 950 5,440
eastern area (Mong Turn) Div. 171 2,700 16,590
western area (San Kang) Bde 214 2,285 14,000
Mongton
southeastern area (Ho Pang, Mae Ken, 
Pha Check)

Div. 171 and Brig.214 2,800 18,080

southern area (Bong Ba Khem, 
Mong Jawd) Div. 171 2,618 14,480
Tachilek
Tachilek, Pa Laew-Kaeng Larb Div. 171 530 3,450
TOTAL 19,673 125,933
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WA RESETTLEMENT PATTERNS

(according to dates)
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WA RESETTLEMENT PATTERNS
Colours show origins of resettled villagers.
Patterns indicate destinations of Wa villagers depend on their origin.
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Wa settlers in the south

It can be seen that the majority of the new resettlers were moved to Mong Hsat township. Clearly, the UWSA 
wanted to consolidate their position at their southern enclave of Mong Yawn, in southern Mong Hsat township, 
on the Thai border. The Mong Yawn valley, shielded on all sides by mountains, remains a strategic base for the 
UWSA. Apart from settling almost 30,00 civilians in the Mong Yawn area itself, the UWSA has placed the 
majority of the rest of the settlers in valleys to the north, north-west, north-east, and west of Mong Yawn, in 
other words expanding their territory and forming a strategic barrier around the Mong Yawn stronghold.

Reasons for moving settlers to other areas in the neighbouring townships, such as Bong Ba Khem in Mong Ton 
and Paliao-Kenglarp in Tachilek, appear to be more closely related to trade. Over 16,000 settlers have been 
placed along and to the west of the road leading from the major Nong Ook border crossing point in Thailand 
to Mong Ton.

Similarly, in mid-2001, the UW S A began moving settlers to the Paliao-Kenglarp area east of Tachilek, on the 
west bank of the Mekhong River at Pa Laew-Kaeng Larb, opposite Laos. There are plans to develop this area 
of the Mekhong into a major trading and tourist route joining southern China and Thailand.

In late 2001, the UWSA also began preparing to move settlers into the Nong Yon area of Mong Piang 
township. This area lies along the road joining Mong Piang and Mong Hsat towns, one of the main routes 
linking the southern and northern Wa areas, and thus may represent a gradual expansion intended eventually to 
link the two areas. However, the UWSA has a concession to dig for gold in the area, so the move is clearly also 
linked to economic interests.

In most of these areas, the newcomers were made to settle in new villages set up beside roads (sometimes 
newly constructed) in valley locations, usually near existing villages. It should be noted that the Wa are not 
traditionally valley-dwellers.

The New Settlements
Almost all the new settlers conceded that the new land they had arrived at was, despite being unfamiliar, better 
in terms of fertility than their homeland in the north.
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“Everyone was busy planting new farms during the first month. Everyone tried hard to work 
hard. I planted 32 “pyi ” ofpaddy, and I got 2,048pyi because of the good soil... We felt we were 
better off than in our native place. ” (LNDO interview #1)

All appear to have been given assistance on arrival by the Wa organisation. Each family was given 1,000 baht, 
and a monthly ration of rice: 1 large tin each for adults, and half a tin each for children. Adults, including women, 
received military uniforms. Those who were on the UWSA roster also received allowances, 20 yuan for men,

15 for women and 10 for children. (Most 
Wa villagers still use old silver rupees 
from the British era for day-to-day trade, 
but the Chinese yuan is the official cur
rency of the UWSA).

Some villagers fleeing areas to which Wa 
had been resettled reported that each 
Wa family was also given an automatic 
rifle by the UWSA.

Some schools were set up in the new 
settlements, but apparently not enough 
to enable all the children to access edu
cation. For example, one Shan who had 
fled from the Mong Kam area (in east

ern Mong Hsat township) reported that only two schools had been set up by the UWSP for the over 18,000 
new settlers in the area. It was reported that there were Chinese teachers at the school, where Chinese, 
Burmese and Wa languages were taught.

Health care appears to have been provided to the new settlers mainly through UWSA medics, although a few 
small hospitals have been set up, for example one in Mong Kam.

Opium growing
It is ironic that the stated rationale for moving the villagers to the south was to enable them to give up growing 
opium, when the areas to which they were moved along the Thai border were also well-known as opium- 
producing areas.

Although the settlers had been told that they would not be allowed to grow opium in the new area, after they 
had arrived they were told the opposite.

“Our area was very goodfor growing opium. The Wa Army told the new settlers that they could 
grow opium for 3 years. Also the SPDC had told the people: You cannot grow opium on the 
forehead (i.e. in full view), but on the nape of the neck (i.e. out ofsight). As a result the new Wa 
settlers planted large areas of opium. They were allowed to sell the opium freely, even to Thai
land, but the local Lahu, Akha and Shan villagers were not allowed to sell their opium freely. 
They were given the order that they must sell it directly to the Wa Army. If they disobeyed the 
order, they were arrested and imprisoned. ”

Wherever the new settlers arrived, they set to work immediately building their houses and planting their crops.

Wa settler in the south
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“The Wa leader Wei Hsiao Kang said to us: “ If you need money, you can grow opium. We have 
made an agreement with SPDC. You can grow it for three years and you don’t have to pay 
tax. ” ” (LNDO Interview # 1)

“The Wa settlers themselves had to pay tax to the Wa Army. In one year, they had to give 10 
deals of opium, 2 tins of rice and 200 baht. But they did not have to pay any taxes to the 
SPDC. ’’(LNDO Interview #6)

Apart from growing opium, some of the set
tlers found themselves also becoming in
volved in the trading of amphetamines.

“Before we had come to the new 
place, we had only heard the name 
“YaBa ” (Crazy Drug, or amphet
amines). We had never seen it.
Here there was a lot. If we trans
ported it into Thailand, which 
would take one day and one night, 
we could get 10,000 baht. If I 
hadn’t been disabled, I’m sure I 
would have done it. The people 
who did this earned a lot of money 
and bought things which we had 
never seen before. ” (LNDO Inter
view#!)

Sickness and Death
Shortly after the arrival of the newcomers in the warmer southern climate, many began falling ill, of malaria and 
other diseases.

“Soon after the Wa arrived, they started to get ill with malaria and dying. They were dying one 
after another. Sometimes ten people in one day. I’ve never seen anything like it in my life. There 
were some Wa medics, but they couldn’t save the people. They ordered large trucks of medicine, 
both Chinese and Thai medicine, but it didn’t seem to work. They buried the bodies outside the 
village. No sooner had they buried one person, then another person died. Men, women, chil
dren, whole families were dying. Some people tried to run away when their family members 
started dying, but if they were caught they were arrested and beaten. Some men were even killed 
for trying to run away. ” (LNDO Interview #5)

Fearstricken, the newcomers tried to save themselves using their local remedies, but to no avail.

“They tried to cure themselves with magic and traditional medicines. They used chicken, pigs, 
dogs and more than 10 buffalo to offer to the spirits, but they did not get better. 3-4 people died 
each day. Because of all the wailing and crying, I sometimes thought I had come to a living 
hell.(.)

“My older daughter fell sick and we gave her opium as medicine. Her body was hot, like fire.

Wa settlers in the south
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She had bad diarrhoea at night. In spite of the opium, she died early in the morning. After two 
days, her mother too had bad diarrhoea and died. I was griefstricken and felt so helpless. (..)

“At that time, our new neighbours also died. All five members of the family next door died. 
Altogether 50people died within two weeks. In our native place, we used to cure ourselves with 
the spirit-doctor when we were sick... The spirit medium said the gods in the south were different 
from the north. ” (LNDO Interview #1)

There has been no official confirmation of the total number of deaths among the new Wa settlers. Estimates 
from local people in Mong Hsat and Mong Ton put the death toll at 4,000 for the first year, and 1,000 for 
2001. However, one news report by AFP in September 2000 quoted a Thai military source as saying that as 
many as 10,000 Wa had died during the rains of2000. (see Appendix 5)

The Chinese connection
All people interviewed by LNDO confirmed the presence of Han Chinese among the new settlers, although the 
numbers differed in each area.

An Akha displaced from an area south of Murng Hsat by the Wa newcomers mentioned that the Chinese were 
easily distinguishable from the Wa:

“There were some Chinese with them (the Wa settlers). They set up shops and sold various food 
items. They also made whiskey to sell from corn. I also saw some Chinese soldiers and officers 
with the Wa Army. They wore Wa uniforms, but they were whiter-skinned than the Wa, so it was 
easy to tell them apart. They spoke no language other than Chinese. ” (LNDO Interview #5)

A Shan from the Mumg Kam area, east of Mumg Hsat, mentioned that among the 300 new Wa households 
moving into Mumg Kam village, there were 30 Chinese households.

One area where Chinese were particularly concentrated was in Ban Hoong, south of Mong Hsat.

“Wei Hsiao Kang’s battalion 801 (of the UWSA) was based in my village, Ban Hoong. There 
were about 2,000 families of soldiers. In the army base there were also four Chinese quarters, 
about 250 houses, or about 1,000 people. These Chinese were involved in Wei (Hsiao Kang) ’s 
military and economic affairs. ” (LNDO Interview #3)

EFFECTS ON ORIGINAL INHABITANTS IN THE SOUTH

Local people in the villages near which the Wa were resettled soon began to suffer from the presence of their 
new neighbours.

“The Wa came and took all the fruit and vegetables planted by the local people without asking 
any permission. If the owners politely asked them not to, they answered back rudely, and ges
tured that they would cut off their heads. The villagers ’ wives and children became scared even 
going out to work in their fields and gardens. Their pigs, chickens and dogs were stolen by the 
Wa. Cattle and buffalo also disappeared. No one could complain about these thefts since the Wa 
were armed. ” (LNDO Interview #4)
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Not only crops and animals were seized by the Wa, but also people’s farming lands and houses. In Mong Hsat, 
even Burmese army veterans’ quarters, about 230 houses, were confiscated.

“Northern Wa leader Wei Hsiao Kang, bought over 5,000 acres of the best land around Mong 
Hsat from the SPDC. This was land which Shan, Lahu, Akha and Palaung had been cultivating 
for generations, growing rice, oranges, tea, garlic, chillies, sugar cane. The forests, wildlife 
area, spirit houses, nothing was spared. Whatever the Wa from the north wanted, they were 
given. ” (LNDO Interview #3)

The local people were not able to protest to anyone about their losses.

“Not the tiniest bit of compensation was received by anyone. It was useless to complain to the 
SPDC authorities. And if anyone complained to the Wa authorities, they just said that they had 
bought everything from (SPDC Secretary-1, Lt. Gen.) Khin Nyunt. People had nowhere to turn 
to. ” (LNDO Interview #3)

Some were even punished by the Wa for complaining about the loss of the lands:

“Anyone who complained was arrested (by the Wa) and put in “jail ” (an underground pit). They 
were tied up with chains around their legs and then made to work in the fields for the Wa, with 
only one meal a day. ” (LNDO Interview #5)

Another problem which local villagers described was the imposition of taxes by the Wa authorities, which they 
had to bear on top of taxes paid to the SPDC.

“The Wa took everything they wanted from us. They demanded taxes. Each family member had 
to give 250 baht (Thai money) to the Wa Army per year. If we couldn’t give this, we had to give 
one person to the Wa Army instead. They accepted children from the age of 7 upwards. Luckily 
I had enough chickens and other animals which I could sell off to give enough money. We also 
had to give a tax of 10 tins of rice per field to the Wa Army. This was as well as the rice we had 
to give to the Burmese Army. ” (LNDO Interview #5)

As a result, in several areas the local villagers had no choice but to leave their homelands. Interviewees from 
various locations mentioned that most of the original villagers had abandoned their homes in the areas to which 
the Wa had been resettled.

“In this area (Murng Hsat), the indigenous Lahu, Shan and Akha are now being victimized by 
the Wa Army and the SPDC military. Money is extortedfrom them, and they have to bear other 
abuses. Most of them cannot bear the ill treatment by the Wa newcomers, and have been leav
ing. Few have remained behind. ” (LNDO Interview #3)

“As a result (of the Wa resettlement), within a year, most of the original villagers had simply 
abandoned their farms and crops and moved elsewhere. ” (LNDO Interview #6)

Villagers leaving their old homes were forbidden from carrying away most of their possessions by the Wa 
authorities:

“When I left the village I couldn’t take anything with me, except for a few blankets. I left behind 
one mother pig and 7 piglets, and 70 chickens. The Wa wouldn’t let me take anything else. By

21



the time I left there were no Lahu left in our village at all. Everyone else had run away, and the 
Wa had moved into their old houses. Everyone scattered in different directions. ” (LNDO Inter
view #5)

Although the reports of ill-treatment by the Wa of the local villagers are consistent in most of the areas to which 
they were resettled, different conditions in each area, relating mainly to the area’s strategic importance, local 
population density and distance from the border, appear to have affected the extent to which local populations 
ended up fleeing elsewhere, and also where they moved to.

The following sections analyze briefly the different conditions in each of the areas to which the Wa were 
resettled in southern Shan State, and the specific effects on the local populations in each area.

Mong Hsat township
The town of Mong Hsat lies in one of several fertile valleys among the township’s many mountain ranges. The 
town population is about 40,000, 75% being Shan, the rest mostly Burmese and Lahu. In the rest of the 
township, Shan live in the valleys, with mainly Lahu and Akha living in the hills.

Mainly rice, chilies, tobacco, garlic and pineapples are grown in the valleys, with chillies and garlic being 
exported to other areas, including Thailand. Opium is cultivated in the hills.

Mong Hsat used to be the headquarters of the Chinese Nationalists’ Yunnan Province Anti-Communist Na
tional Salvation Army until 1954. Opium was allegedly flown from the air-strip in Mong Hsat by C-47s to 
Thailand and Taiwan.

Since the 1950s, various ethnic armies have operated in the Mong Hsat hills and border areas. During the 
1990s, Shan (first MTA and then SSA-South) and Wa armies have been the main forces in the area.

The SPDC have built up their military presence in Mong Hsat, which now has four battalions: 49,333,528 and 
278.

Southern Mong Hsat area (Mong Yawn)
This fertile valley and its surrounding mountains were originally inhabited by about 24 villages, mostly Lahu. 
Following Khun Sa’s surrender in 1996, the UWSA gradually brought down troops and civilians from the 
north to this area. By 1999, the village of Mong Yawn had expanded into a town of about 10,000 people.

When the mass resettlement began in 1999, the new settlers from the north were settled mainly in the valleys 
along the Yawn and Kok rivers in groups of about 60-100 households. When in 2000 many of the Wa 
newcomers fell ill and died, some of the Wa villagers moved up into the surrounding hills in the hope that they 
would be better protected from malaria.

Although the Mong Yawn area was originally under the command of both UWSA Division 171 leader Wei 
Hsiao Kang and UWSA Brig. 894 Ta Tang, Wei Hsiao Kang’s forces withdrew from the area in 2000, 
spreading out to other areas of Mong Hsat, Mong Ton and Tachilek.

Many of the settlers brought down from the north prior to 1999 were Lahu from the northern Wa area of Pang 
Yang, who served as militia under Wei Hsiao Kang. Following Wei Hsiao Kang’s withdrawal from Mong 
Yawn, they too were ordered out from the Mong Yawn area, together with the approximately 2,100 original 
Lahu inhabitants of Mong Yawn (there were suspicions about the loyalty of the Lahu to the UW S A leadership). 
These Lahu were ordered to relocate to Mong Ton township, west of the main road leading south of the town 
to the border, in other words out of the main UWSA area in the south. While some of the Lahu did indeed
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relocate to this area of Mong Ton township, others moved further north to the township of Mong Piang, mostly 
staying with existing Lahu villages in the these areas. A very small percentage (approximately 50 people) are 
known to have fled to Thailand.

According to a Shan villager from the village of Beng Kham who fled from the Mong Yawn area in June 2001, 
the Wa did not initially make problems for the original Shan residents, but in 2000 began seizing their land. By 
2001 the Wa had seized about three-quarters of the land around their village.

However, it was not until December 2001 that a significant number of Shan villagers began fleeing to Thailand. 
This was when two Buddhist temples were destroyed in the Mong Yawn area by Wa troops, apparently for 
superstitious reasons. This shocked the local Shan community, many of whom started fleeing into Thailand. By 
the end of December 2001, about 40% of the Shans (about 150 people) had fled the area, mainly to Mae Ai 
district of Chiang Mai province.

Central Mong Hsat area (Hsai Khao, Kawng Mu Tan and Tang Seng tracts)
Of these three tracts, east and south-east of the town of Mong Hsat, Hsai Khao and Kawng Mu Tan tracts wre 
inhabited formerly by 12, mostly Shan villages, while Tang Seng tract was formerly inhabited by about 17 Lahu 
and Akha villages. The Shan village Ban Hoong was the largest in the area, with about 200 houses, 8 km south
east of Mong Hsat. It became the headquarters of UWSA Division 171 commander Wei Hsiao Kang in 1997. 
To accommodate the thousands of Wa civilians resettled to this area in 1999, Wei reportedly purchased most 
of the farming land south-east of Mong Hsat directly from SPDC leader Lt. Gen. Khin Nyunt. The Wa new
comers are reported to have mostly planted fruit trees: lychees, longan and oranges, replacing the traditional 
agricultural crops, including rice.

The village of Ban Hoong has been described as having changed beyond recognition. The Wa leaders have set 
up brick and cement houses, and have built a large modem “department-store”, forbidding any other local 
people from setting up shops in the vicinity.

Due to the influx of the Wa and the confiscation of their lands, and in some cases, houses, it is estimated that 
about 25% of the people of the original villages in the three tracts (approx. 1,550 out of 6,200 people) have 
fled elsewhere.

The majority of villagers displaced are reported to have moved to areas northeast of the town of Mong Hsat. 
There have been no reports of villagers fleeing to Thailand because of the Wa influx. This appears to be 
because the land around Mong Hsat is quite sparsely populated, and it is possible for villagers to settle in new 
areas. It is also farther from the Thai border than some of the other areas to which Wa have been resettled.

Eastern Mong Hsat area (Mong Tum)
The fertile valley along the Nam Sai river, opposite Mae Fah Luang district of northern Chiang Rai province of 
Thailand, used to be inhabited by about 6 villages, mostly Shan, with a population of about 1,200 people. 
Villagers grew rice, soy beans and peas, for their own consumption and also to trade across the border in 
Thailand. The valley was used as a trading route for Shan goods, mainly from Mong Hsat, into Thailand.

The UWSA set up a base in this area in 1999, and began renovating the road from the area to Tachilek. As 
soon as it was completed, in May 2000, they began moving in civilians from the north. Villagers fleeing the area 
reported that despite harassment by the Wa newcomers, the situation did not become intolerable till February 
2001, when fighting broke out at the border between the Shan State Army and the SPDC at Loi Kaw Wan. 
The fighting, which involved incursions into Thailand by SPDC troops and retaliation by the Thai Army, seri
ously strained Thai-Burma relations.
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During the fighting, local Shan villagers were forced to be porters for the SPDC and also for the UWSA, who 
were assisting the SPDC. The SPDC began arresting and torturing local Shan headmen and other villagers 
suspected of contacting the Shan resistance.

“When the fighting on the Thai border 
at Pang Noon between the Shan army 
and the SPDC happened (in February 
2001), a group of SPDC came into our 
village. I was arrested and ordered to 
summon all the villagers together. Some 
were too afraid to come back to the vil
lage, and hid in the forest. They then ac
cused them of contacting the Shan rebels.
They covered my head with a wet blan
ket, and beat me again and again with a 
bamboo stick on the head until I passed 
out. (..) I was beaten the whole night 
before I was released. The soldiers were 
from Murng Hsat, Regiment 221. ”
(LNDO interview #4)

By April 2001, over 500 villagers, mostly from the Mong Kam valley, had fled to the Thai border. By Decem
ber 2001, this number had doubled. Prohibited from setting up a refugee camp on the Thai side of the border, 
they have established a settlement just inside the Shan border, where their security remains precarious. It is 
estimated that of the original population of the Mumg Kam cluster of villages, by late December 2001 only 
about 20% remained.

The Mong Kam area has now been renamed Yawng-kha by the Wa. It was designated in late 2001 as the site 
of a 20 million baht drug-eradication development project to be funded by the Thai government.

Southwestern Mong Hsat area (San Kang tract)
It appears that oppression by the UWSA of the local populations, which includes taxation and the forced 
conscription of children, has been worse in this area than in other areas to which Wa have been relocated. This 
appears to be a result of the particular policies of the local UWSA military command (Brigade 214), and may

also be because the area is quite far from the 
Thai border, and there is less fear that news of 
the abuses will leak out to the outside world.

From the 22 original Lahu and Akha villages in 
this area, it appears that 30% of the people (about 
1,100 out of a total of 3,700 of people) have 
fled to other areas because of the oppression of 
the UWSA. In some cases, entire villages have 
been completely abandoned. The villagers who 
have fled are reported to have moved to areas 
north of the Mong Ton-Mong Hsat road, as the 
UWSA have proclaimed to locals that all terri
tory south of this road belongs to the Wa. Again, 

settlement of refugees from Mong Karn at Thai border it appears that the availability of land in the north-
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ern Mong Hsat area, and distance from the Thai border have meant that few of the displaced villagers have fled 
to Thailand.

Mong Ton township

Mong Ton township lies on the main route from the northern border of Thailand’s Chiang Mai province to 
Central Shan State. The road from the Nong Ook border-crossing leads directly north for roughly 100 kms 
along the wide valley of the Nam Hang river to reach Mong Ton. From Mong Ton, it is a further 50 km journey 
west to the Ta Sang bridge crossing the Salween River into Mong Pan township.

Most of the township’s main villages lie along this main road in the fertile Nam Hang valley. Villagers mainly 
grow rice, chillies and garlic.

East and south-east Mong Ton
(Ho Pang, Mae Ken and Pha Check tracts)

Since 1994, the UWSA have established a base near the villages of Ho Yawd - Ho Pang, in eastern Mong Ton 
township, and this remains the main military camp of UWSA Brigade 214 under Ta Rone. Since 1999, villag
ers from the north have been settled extensively around this area, and also around the Mae Ken area, which lies 
in the Nam Hang valley.

Although in most of these areas it appears that the Wa settlers have not directly confiscated the lands of the 
local villagers, they have been taking over unoccupied houses in existing villages, including houses which had 
been temporarily vacated by villagers out working in their fields. The newcomers have also cut down bamboo 
groves planted by local villagers, and planted chillies and lychee trees on the narrow ridges between the existing 
fields of the original villagers, threatening to fine the villagers if these plants were damaged or died. Such 
encroachment and intimidation has led to an estimated 15% of the villagers (1,300 out of a total of about 8,700 
villagers) fleeing so far. It has been reported that most of these are Shans who have come to seek refuge in 
Thailand.

Southern Mong Ton
(Mong Hang, Huay Or and Bong Ba Khem tracts)

There were originally 23 villages, Shan, Lahu, Akha and Lisu, in this area, mainly situated along the main road 
leading to the Thai border. The area was prosperous, with villagers growing paddy, garlic and soy bean. They 
would also grow tea, and rear large amounts of buffalo and cows to trade.

Wei Shao Kang’s Division 171 has set up one of its main bases at Huay Or, on the main road leading to the 
Thai border. The UWSA has also spread out troops west of this area as far as Mong Jawd, on the road leading 
west to the official border crossing north of Piang Luang in Thailand’s Chiang Mai province.

Wa civilians have been resettled in these areas since December 2000. As in areas in east and southeast Mong 
Ton, the Wa settlers have been surrounding and encroaching on the land of the existing villagers. They have 
cleared large areas of land and have begun planting fruit orchards. It is estimated that about 15% of the original 
villagers (1,600 people out of a total of 11,000) have fled, mostly Shans who have come to seek shelter in 
Thailand.
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AREAS IN MONG TON TOWNSHIP RESETTLED BY WA
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Tachilek township

Tachilek is well-known as the province lying in the Golden Triangle area, where the borders of Burma, Thailand 
and Laos meet. Traditionally mostly Shans inhabit the valleys, with mainly Akha and Lahu inhabiting the hills.

Tachilek town

The town of Tachilek lies opposite the Thai border town of Mae Sai, in the province of Chiang Rai. Cross- 
border trade, and the trafficking of people from Burma as well as China, has brought comparative prosperity 
to the town. Ten years ago, the population was about 20,000. By 2001 the population had reached over 
100,000, many of whom were from other parts of Burma. The presence of branches of five major banks, as 
well as offices and companies of several of the ethnic ceasefire armies testify to the town’s economic signifi
cance.

In December 2000, a new Border Control Unit (Na Sa Ka) was installed in Tachilek, purportedly to monitor 
the border trade. The unit is under the direct control of SPDC Lt. Gen Khin Nyunt.

So far the numbers of Wa settlers relocated around the town of Tachilek remain small. They have seized some 
fields to the west of the town belonging to Akha villagers in order to plant fruit orchards, but in other areas they 
have not seized people’s land. Thus, so far none of the local villagers have been forced to flee. The main effects 
mentioned by local inhabitants of the increasing Wa influence are the growing power of the UWSA and the 
spread of drugs. Traders and drivers who obtain “passes” from the UWSA are able to cross SPDC check
points with impunity.

Eastern Tachilek (Paliao-Kenglarp)

This thriving agricultural area along the Mekhong River was a stronghold of the Chinese Nationalist forces until 
January 1961, when China launched an offensive with 20,000 troops from the People’s Liberation Army to 
force them out. Subsequently various ethnic armed groups, mainly Shan, operated in this area, which borders 
on Laos.

Since mid-2001 the UWSP began taking control of several large tracts of land near Paliao. They have put up 
signboards forbidding outsiders to enter these areas. The lands occupied, including the former air-strip, have 
so far been mainly empty plots of land owned by the Burmese government. Thus no local inhabitants have yet 
been forced out of the area. However, local people have complained that the new Wa settlers are engaging in 
large-scale pig and chicken breeding and are able to undercut prices in the area.

As plans to develop the Mekhong sub-region proceed, local inhabitants are concerned that the Wa will seek to 
expand their influence in the area and start forcing local people out.
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Total numbers of people affected by the resettlement

It can thus be summarized that the total numbers of villagers in southern Shan State living in areas to which the 
Wa have been resettled is as follows:

Township, tracts* approx.
original
population

approx total 
who have fled

nos. fleeing to other areas
to other townships 
in Shan State

to Thailand

MONG HSAT
Mong Yawn 2,700 2,250 (83%) 2,050 (Mong Ton, Mong Piang) 200
Hsai Khao, Kawng 6,200 1,550 (25%) 1,550 (northeast Mong Hsat) -
Mu Tan, Tang Seng
Mong Turn 1,200 960 (80%) - 960
San Kang 3,700 1,100 (30%) 1,100 (northwest Mong Hsat) -

MONG TON
Ho Pang, Mae Ken 8,700 1,300(15%) - 1,300
Pha Check
Mong Hang, 11,000 1,600(15%) - 1,600
Huay Or, Bong Ba Khem

TACHILEK
Loitaw Kham, Sansaitai
Qt, Paliao, Keng Larb,
Mong Phong 14,600 - -- -

TOTAL 48,100 8,760 4,700 4,060

* For detailed list of villages see Appendix # 4

According to the current Thai government policy, only refugees fleeing directly from fighting can be granted 
temporary shelter. Thus, the refugees fleeing to Thailand from this forced resettlement program have no access 
to refugee camps, and must try and survive in Thailand as illegal migrants, without the right to protection or 
humanitarian assistance from international aid agencies.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

The LNDO has found that the Wa resettlement program has involved serious infringement of the rights of the 
estimated 126,000 villagers resettled as well as approximately 48,000 villagers into whose areas they were 
moved. The villagers resettled were given no choice about the move. Particularly for older people, it was 
devastating to have to leave their ancestral lands, and their customary livelihoods. Not only was the move 
forced upon them, but some villagers were even given no warning whatsoever before the move. This led to 
unnecessary suffering, and to some families being involuntarily separated. All the villagers were forced to 
abandon most of their belongings.

The movement of villagers en masse by truck and on foot caused physical suffering, sickness and even death. 
On arrival in the south, although the settlers were given basic rations for survival, no proper provision was 
made to prevent and treat the epidemic of malaria that ended up taking thousands of the newcomers’ lives. 
Medical and educational facilities remain inadequate, and, significantly, villagers are continuing to be allowed, 
and even encouraged, to grow opium by the Wa authorities. This makes a mockery of the original rationale for 
the forced resettlement.

The villagers into whose areas they were moved have had their land and property unlawfully seized. They have 
also faced arbitrary taxation and other abuses, which has made it impossible for many of them to carry out their 
former livelihoods. Over 8,000 people have been therefore been forced to relocate to other areas of Shan 
State or flee to Thailand as refugees. In Thailand, current government policy has denied them the right to 
protection or humanitarian assistance.

It is clear that the current lack of democracy and rule of law throughout Burma, particularly in the ethnic border 
areas, is the main factor that has enabled such a resettlement program to take place without respect for the 
rights of those affected.

The LNDO thus calls for international pressure to be maintained on the Burmese military junta to immediately 
enter into tripartite dialogue with the democratic Burmese and ethnic opposition to bring about a speedy 
transition to democracy and self-determination for the ethnic peoples of Burma. In the meantime, the LNDO 
calls for the following:

1. The SPDC and the Wa authorities must end immediately the forced resettlement of villagers from 
northern to southern Shan State. Any villagers who wish to return to their original homes in the north 
must be allowed to do so without penalty.

2. Land and property seized by the new settlers from villagers in southern Shan State must immediately 
be returned to their original owners, and these villagers must be allowed to return to their homes and 
continue their former livelihoods without further harassment.

3. Foreign governments and UN agencies should stop all support to the regime for drug control programs 
in Shan State, as their support makes them complicit in the human rights abuses being inflicted on local 
peoples in the name of drug eradication.
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VILLAGE TRACTS IN NORTHERN WA AREA 
ORIGINALLY CHOSEN IN 1994 BY UWSP FOR RESETTLEMENT 

(from leaked UWSP document)

Appendix 1

Hopang Township 
(Yian Chen District)

tract population
Xin Je 2,457
Yian Chen 534
Shan Tong 2,387
GuangYia 3,436
BunTu 2,167
Jong Wo 2,010
Sub-total 12,991

Nahparn Township 
(Yin Pan District)

Ba An 1,798
Yin Pan 3,540
YongLai 1,590
Ron Qen Mo 2,038
Qen Mo Lai 2,034

Sub-total 11,000

Pang Wai Township 
(Wang Len District)
Wang Len 2,530
Jong Ban 1,750
Ni Mei 1,300
Jong Xia 2,188
An Er 1,232

Sub-total 9,000

Manhpang Township 
(Lien He District)

Jong Mei 3,490
Jong Ban 2,707
Mo Lie 3,696
MaDe 3,107

Sub-total 13,000

Mong Mai Township 
(Gong Ming Shan District)
Wo Yiao 1,598
La Ru 2,768
Gong Er 2,644
Gong Nen 2,213
Jong Son 2,786

Sub-total 12,009

Pang Wai Township 
(Kun Ma District)
Da Gan Lo 4,567
Da Pu Hai 4,778
Za Hai 4,437
Jong Lie 4,918

Sub-total 18,700

Mong Mau township 
(Ge Long Ba District)

Lashui 2,418
Ge Lon 1,142

Sub-total 3,560

Hopang Township
(Na Wei District)
Ben Gang 2,450

Grand Total 82,710 people
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LIST OF VILLAGES IN NORTHERN WA AREA PARTIALLY OR TOTALLY 
RESETTLED TO SOUTHERN SHAN STATE (1999-2001)

(compiled through interviews by LNDO)

Appendix 2

Summary chart
Township Original no. 

of villages*
No. of villages wholly 
or partially resettled

% of
total

Hopang 52 23 44%
Mong Mai 268 59 21%
Man Hpang 267 37 14%
Nahparn 182 66 36%
Pang Wai 93 59 63%
Pang Yang 298 58 19%

* according to 1974 Burmese government lists

Hopang Township (Yiang Chen District and Na Wei District)
Total: 23 villages
Hopang, Namting, Xinle, Kawnkaw, Bantun, Yianchan, Kawnshan, Shanton, Ranghsin, Monglingtaung, 
Panglong, Jongwo, Gaungyia, Kawnpyak, Ban Gang, Na Wi, Pangkho, Kyinchan, Kawngriti, Luhpa, 
Hokho, Manhseng, Pinglong,

Mong Mai Township (Gong Ming Shan District and Ge Long Ba District)
Total: 59 villages
Tatin, Yawng Htang, Yawng Rieng, Yongkalo, Yawng Hpre, Konglai, Manshu, Sa U mantai, Monle, Yawng 
Gala, Kansay, Mongtong, Ngaikat, Ngai Bruk, Loihin, O Mawe, Phanlai, Lon Khwa, Wo Yiao, La Ru, Ngai 
Brai, Tota, Ong Pun, Mawsho, Man Ping, Gong Ming, Man CarrOo, Kong Pi, Yawng Pian, Man Phin, Kong 
Kyi, Mong Lelong, Namkonglong, Man Hoang, Kong Kyo, Yawng Palong, Yawng Tek, Gong Er, Man Tong, 
Man Kwelong, Man Kha, Man Ta, Mong Mao, Kut Hi, Gong Nen, Jong San, Yawng Naung, Monglelykwa, 
Gelong Ba, La Shui, Gelon, Kaitin, Pang Thu, Ming Rai, Htang Htin, Mongloo, Kin San, YawngPalao,

Pang Vai Township (Kun Ma District and Wang Len District)
Total: 59 villages
Sao Hpang, Changyin, Ngalai, Shan Ken, Tom Poung, Kong Ru, Mong Nong, Yawng Hok, Pang Nong, 
Yawng Kai, Yawng Kong, Hpa Ha, Yawng tiya, Man Pang, Pingkalun, Yawng paray, Own Karet, Yawng 
Gong, Kawn Na, Yawng Rai, Yawng Long, Da Ganlo, Yawng Ngai, Yawng Rai, Sikara, Yawng Parai, Za Hai, 
Da Puhai, Yawng Nong, Chon Pai, Laitiya, Kun Ma, Yawng kalot, Yawng Parun, Yawwng Nu, Kong Ki, 
Yawng Rong, Jong Lei, Kawn Lun, Yawng Kalu, Ok Siyee, Ngelai, Yawng Kha, Yawng Lon, Wang Lin, Ro 
Simout, Tong Kara, Ni Mei, Man Maw, Moe Tara, Jong Ba, Yawng Pa, Yawng Yang, Pang Pi, Yawng Sing, 
Ngai Moe, Lalai, Ngai Hot, Khon Ru,

Man Hpang Township 
Total: 36 villages
Man Hpang, Kawn Ta, Mong Salong, Nong Chet, Kong Pa, Kekalong, Mot Hpraw, Um Khram, Nang Ni, 
Nong Sawk, Man Kha, Ka Sit, Man Noi, Kom Pei, Mot Hsi, Man Phan, Nawng Kham, Kong Vot, Pang 
Kaw, Loi Sim, Jong Mei, Yawng Bang, Man Ket, Pang Hpeung, Yawng Ka, Lien He, Nawng Ket, Yo Yansen, 
Man Ping, Maw Pala, Man Hog, Ma Mungseng, Ong La, Ye Song, Pang Kaw, Nge Ka, Pang Pia,
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Nahparn Township (Yin Pang District)
Total: 71 villages
Napham, Ai Kyin, Suramun, Kati, Ha Khon, Pala, Mau Pha, Hpa Maw, Ying Fang, Yawng Lai, Sa- U, Yin 
Pan, Jong Ba, Yawng Palin, Kong Nge, Kong Kara, Pa Htang, Yawng taung, Taung Rao, Tu Lai, Ba An, Man 
Sa Mu,Kon Roon, Man Vei, Pang Yon, Si Saw, Mon Lie, Man Naung, Hpang Ling, Kut King, Mo Lai, Ma 
De, Kang Pha Ya, Na Lai, Man Loi, Sa Khu, Pala, Hpankaru, Pang Long, Pa Ton, Nam Sin, Man Kang, 
Yawng Lek, Yawng Mot, Man Cawn, Yawng Lao, Om Phram, Pang Sai, Yawng Met, Mon Parai, Loi Hta, 
Sao Kyen, Man Kawn, ThuSei, Tha Wa, Yawng Mu, Man Ha, Pang Long, Pang Yong, Loi Ling, Yawng 
Kawn, Mon Moe, Cu Phan, Man Nao, Kong Kin, Su Lon, Man Naung, Kong Phan, LaiLin, Hpa Song, Nang 
Kang-O,

Pang Yang Township
villages original no.

households
no.

households
resettled

(% of total)

Yawn U 89 30 (37%)
Yawn Pang 80 40 (50%)
Ban Vin 67 25 (37%)
Kawn Hong 45 45 (100%)
Khan Khi 50 10 (20%)
Yawn Pang 85 30 (35%)
Yawn Shai 62 25 (40%)
Yawn Aawn 79 30 (37%)
Tang Mang 58 20 (34%)
Ban Ngeng 56 20 (35%)
Nawn Pang 99 30 (30%)
Mung Khun 69 20 (28%)
San Khen 59 20 (33%)
Yawn U 77 30 (38%)
Mang Seng (1) 183 100 (54%)
Mang Seng (2) 97 30 (30%)
Ban Vin 68 20 (29%)
Nam Pha 72 30 (41%)
Nam Ling Su 60 20 (33%)
Yawn Ting 108 50 (46%)
Su Hpeung 76 30 (39%)
Teung Nawn 99 50 (50%)
Bang Vin 64 25 (39%)
Hong Voi Lon 288 100 (34%)
HongVoi(l) 187 50 (26%)
Hong Voi (2) 97 50 (51%)
SuLo 57 20 (35%)
LaKa 54 45 (83%)
Vin Kao 49 49 (100%)
Nam Tong 45 45 (100%)
Maw Ngek 58 10 (17%)
BangNgek 59 20 (33%)
BangVen 55 55 (100%)

villages original no.
households

no.
households
resettled

(% of total)

Tong Nawn 59 59 (100%)
Bang Nawn 88 30 (34%)
Nawn Eu 88 30 (34%)
Pang Yang 176 50 (28%)
So Lo 76 20 (26%)
Bang Kawn 68 15 (22%)
Pang Pawn 89 30 (33%)
Pang Kawn 81 20 (24%)
Nawng Aung 287 100 (34%)
Ngek Pha 59 10 (16%)
Pang Kham 76 30 (39%)
Nam Khan Va 198 100 (50%)
Vin Ngeu 256 130 (50%)
Vin Ngeu Lon 367 200 (54%)
MungTemg 78 30 (38%)
Thun Nawn 82 30 (36%)
Khan Po 99 40 (40%)
Cu Phan 78 20 (25%)
Bang Cawn 87 30 (34%)
Nawn Caw 97 40 (41%)
Bang Nawn 78 30 (38%)
Nawn Kaw Law 70 20 (28%)
Tho Kaw Law 80 30 (37%)
Pu Pa Ra 83 25 (30%)
Nong Pa 107 30 (28%)
Sub-total 5,655 2,323 (average = 

41%)
Approx # pers 25,900 13,950
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LISTS OF POPULATIONS OF VILLAGERS FROM 
NORTHERN WA AREA RESETTLED IN THE SOUTH

Appendix 3

Mong Hsat Township

Southern Mong Hsat area (Mong Yawn)
# houses # people

Mae Yawn (Myit Pha) 100 750
Na Pa Kao 600 4,424
Ban Kor 230 1,550
Ta Ba Ker 100 700
San Lu Yao 600 4,000
Kya Lor 50 300
Ho Wae 210 1,660
Masako 250 1,757
Huay Hu 450 3,562
Su Kae 400 2,900
Or Lor 150 1,000
Mee Du Ko 100 700
Ta Ku 300 2,300
Ma Ing 100 700
Bu Kilik 200 1,300
Mae Bu Noi 300 2,100
Total 4,140 29,703

Central Mong Hsat area (Hsai Khao, Kawng 
Mutan)_________________________________

# houses # people
Ban Hoong 3,000 20,000
Sai Khao 80 500
Kawn Mutan 60 350
Ban Mai 70 450
Hart Pa 200 1,300
Ar Shor 60 360
Julu 50 350
Win Ne 50 300
Ban Hai 30 200
Wiang Wai 50 380
Total 3,650 24,190

Central Mong Hsat area (Tang Seng)
# houses # people

Boo Na Ko 100 720
La Wu Long 800 4,400
Mong Mai 50 320
Total 950 5,440

Eastern Mong Hsat area (Mong Turn)
# houses # people

Talang 800 4,700
Satun 250 2,000
Mong Kam 450 2,500
Ban Kham 200 1,550
Mong Turn 800 4,500
Mak Hoon Kang 200 1,340
Total 2,700 16,590

Western Mong Hsat area (San Kang)
# houses # people

San Kang 100 570
Mong Kae 800 5,100
Pha Book 800 4,700
Huay Hok 50 320
Pha Phen 100 550
Mae Sown 80 530
Ar Pu Ko 200 1,300
Boo Tee 60 370
Boo Sak 50 310
Boo Loo 45 250
Total 2,285 14,000

Mong Ton township

Southeastern Mong Ton area (Mae Khen - 
Ho Yawd)___________________________

# houses # people
Na Pa Kao 700 4,500
Nong Ka Lai 300 2,000
Nong Ya Sai 200 1,300
Ho Pang 800 5,000
Ho Yawd 300 2,000
Mak Hin Kaung 100 750
Mae Hae 200 1,300
Mork Zili 65 330
Wan Mai 55 350
Hao Lee 45 300
Pha Khe 35 250
Total 2,800 18,080
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Southern Mong Ton area (Bong Ba Khem- 
Mong Kyawd)________________________

# houses # people
Na Kong Mu 372 2,109
Nong Wai 228 1,330
Na Yan 42 239
Bong Ba Khem-Talun 235 1,407
Bang Khe Aung Long 280 1,855
Na Ka Lan 166 927
Nam Khen 60 332
Na Ma Lwin 49 281
Pang Ma Ok 190 950
Huay Or 586 2,950
Mong Kyawd area 410 2,100
Total 2,618 14,480

Tachilek township
4 houses # people

Tachilek town 95 620
Pa Liaw 150 930
Keng Larp 285 1,900
Total 530 3,450



LISTS OF ORIGINAL VILLAGES IN AREAS TO 
WHICH WA WERE SETTLED

Appendix 4

Mong Hsat township

Tract Village Ethnicity approx. # 
households

approx. # 
people

approx. # 
fleeing

Mong Yawn Mae Hen Lahu 25
Ho Woi Lahu 20
Ha Peun Pho Lahu 30
Pa Cu Sin (894) Lahu 30
Loi Den Lahu 25
Hoe Hu Lahy 20
Ma San Ko Lahu 20
Kya Law Lahu 15
Awn Long Lahu 10
Ta Ku Lahu 15
Na Khan Lahu 20
Ban Lon Lahu 20
MungSai Lahu 15
Mae Pu Noi Lahu 40
Mae Pu Noi A Kha 50
Kya Men Lahu 20
Hoe Sa Lahu 15
Na Pa Kon Lahu 15
Su Ken Lahu 20
Min Du Ko Lahu 10
Main Lahu 10
Pu Khin Leik Lahu 15

Peng Kham Shan 85
Total 575 2700 2,250(2,050  

to Mong Ton, Mong 
Piang in Shan State 
200 to Thailand)

Hsai Khao Hsai Khao Shan 130
Moutpong Shan 120
Hart Pa Shan 120
Pang Hai Shan 150
Ban Hoong Shan 200

Kawng Mutan Kawng Mutan Shan 130
Ta Lang Shan 100
Ban Mai Shan 110
Veterans Lahu 80
Ar Shaw Akha 60
Zulu Akha 50
Mae Chan Lahu 50

39



Tract Village Ethnicity approx. # 
households

approx. # 
people

approx. # 
fleeing

Tang Seng Tang Seng Lahu 30
Nang Kham Lahu 30
Hang Kyaw Lahu 25
Mae Poung Lahu 25
Mae Kaw Lahu 40
Mae Chan Lahu 60
Pu Hoo L+A 30
Mae Pang Lahu 20
Sai Khao Lahu 15
Wone Kawde Lahu 20
Mae Kaw 1 Lahu 15
Mae Kaw 2 Lahu 25
Tang Loi Lahu 20
Na Si Lahu 15
Phan Pen Akha 30
Pukangnoi L+A 45
Hangkyoi Lahu 20

Total 1,765 6,200 1,550 (to NE 
Mong Hsat)

MongTum Nayao Shan 80
Talang Shan 50
Beng  Mert Shan 30
Ho Na Shan 30
Mong Kan Shan 30
A Kya Pong Akha 20

Total 240 1200 960
(to Thailand)

San Kang San Kang Lahu 40
Meken Lahu 50
Law Ka Na Lahu 20
Kyanasengkwa Lahu 25
Enni Lahu 15
Phak Book Lahu 60
Phu Pha Akha 35
Phaphen Lahu 60
Kyakaw Lahu 40
U Phu Day Lahu 20
Su Ken Lahu 25
SangTao Lahu 15
Hoe Hook Lahu 30
Na Lao Lahu 25
Apuko Lahu 40
Pu Lo Lahu 20
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Tract Village Ethnicity approx. # 
households

approx. # 
people

approx. # 
fleeing

Kya Ti Lahu 25
Hoe Awn Akha 35
Pu Hpa L+A 45
Pu Lu Akha 35
San Kang (lower) L+A 40
Kya Kha Kyo Lahu 30
Kya Hti Kaw Lahu 20

Total 750 3,700 1,100 (to NW 
Mong Hsat)

Mongton Township

Ho Pang Ho Pang Lahu 60
Hoyawd Lisu 80
Ma Hung Hpon Lahu 25
Hoe Pa Sa Lahu 30
Ma Lu La Akha 30
Hoe Na Shan 100
Na Ping Li Shan 100
Keng Hong Lahu 40
Hoe Lu Lahu 30
Na Kaw Lahu 40
Hoe Hook Lahu 25
Pang Woo Shan 120
Naung Cho Shan 120
Naung Ya Sai Lahu 70
Naung Ka Line Shan 80

Mae Ken Mae Ken Shan 150
Na Pa Kao Lahu 70
Wan Mai Shan 80
Mout Sli Shan 100
Hoe Sai Shan 80
Hoe Sai Lahu 40
Nam Hu Shan 120

Pha Check Pha Check A Kha 50
Hauk Leik Shan 100

Total 1,740 8,700 1,300 (to 
Thailand)

Mong Hang Mong Hang S+L 250
Na Kong Mu S+L 280
Loi Khi Leik Lahu 30
Naung Ya Sai Shan 100
Mong Hen Shan 120
Ma Lu La Lahu 50
Pang Pao Lahu 30
Loi Ong Lahu 20
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Tract Village Ethnicity approx. # 
households

approx. # 
people

approx. # 
fleeing

Huay Or Huay Or Lahu 70
Mong Kyawd Lahu 70
Pang Yang Lisu 50

Bong Ba Khem On Long Lahu 60
Nam Hu Khun Lisu 250
Bong Ba Khem S+L 250
Mong Ping Shan 60
Nam Ka Lang Shan 80
Nam Ka Lang Shan 50
Ba Lawng Lahu 60
Nong Wi Lahu 70
Nam Yoom Lahu 60
Nong Talang L+A 70
Na Ma Lwe S+L 80
Nong Pa Lahu 50

Total 2,210 11,000 1,600 (to 
Thailand)

Tachileik
Loitawkham Phalong Akha 50

Sa Lu Akha 60
Palian Shan 120
Man Ok Shan 150
Hoe Ka Akha 120
A Ba Akha 130

San Sai taiQt, Sansai Shan 150
Paliao Nam Va Lahu 70

Namshikaw Lahu 50
Namkai Lahu 40
Kawnkaaw Shan 150
Pangnoonkao Shan 120
Namsi Lahu 80

Kenglarb WanNa Lahu 100
Wanjin Shan 80
Mongsawd Shan 120
Na Yaw Akha 100

Mongphong Wanton Shan 120
Hokook Shan 150
Kyavi Lahu 100
Sarmpu Shan 200
Wanpoong Shan 200
Pangtao Shan 60
Nawntao Lahu 80
Weilu Shan 100
Pakook(upper) Shan 100
Pakaw Shan 120

Total 2,920 14,600 —
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SELECTED LNDO INTERVIEWS
Appendix 6

1. Wa villager resettled from Pang Yang township, northern Wa region
2. Wa villager resettled from Pang Wai township, northern Wa region
3. Lahu villager from Mong Hsat, affected by Wa resettlement
4. Shan villager from Talang vilage (Mong Karn area), Mong Hsat township, affected by Wa re- 
settlement
5. Lahu villager from Mong Hsat township, affected by Wa resettlement
6. Akha villager from Mong Hsat, affected by Wa resettlement

LNDO Interview #1 (August 2001)
Wa villager resettled from Pang Yang township, northern Wa region

Sex: male
Age: 47
Ethnicity: Wa
Religion: animist
Family: married with 5 children
Occupation: rice and opium farmer

I used to work on three plots of opium (one acre each). If we planted rice, we could grow sixteen “pyi” (small 
tins) of rice. If the soil was good, we could get at least 10 viss of opium, but the soil was not good, so we could 
get only two viss.

I also had two plots of rice on the mountainside. I got sixteen baskets of rice from one of my plots, which was 
one and a half acres. I got 40 baskets of rice in a good season. The rice I got could last us for five months. I had 
to exchange opium to get rice for the next seven months.

People who had rice to sell could get richer day by day, because they could exchange their rice with opium and 
make a big profit. They preferred to get opium in exchange for their rice, rather than pigs, buffalo and so on. 
Since people needed rice to survive, the rice sellers could drive the price right up.

My family were never able to repay the debts from former years, and were always incurring new debts each 
year even though we worked so hard. I could not send any of my children to school since we did not have a 
school in my village. Two of my older daughters helped their mother work in the kitchen and work on the farm. 
After they came back from the farm, one fed the pigs and one cooked rice for us.

Two years ago, we had to build a new road from Panghsang to Pangyang. One villager from each house had 
to go. We had to work non-stop even throughout the rainy season. Most of the time, my oldest daughter and 
my wife were the ones who had to do that work. It was difficult for me to walk, because I had been injured in 
my thigh during fighting at Pangsang, and my legs were not of the same length.

One day, a militia leader called Ngao Kap who had come back from a meeting at the headquarters at Pangsang 
told us that soon all the people in the village would have to move to the Thai-Burma borderline. We were told 
that there would be good soil there, we could plant new fields, and get as much land to work or to stay on as 
we wanted. It was close to Thailand, so we could sell our chickens, pigs, buffalo, cows and so on for a good 
price. We could also sell easily the vegetables we grew for a good price.
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Because of this news, some villagers were happy and some were sad. The villagers who were sad were the 
people who had once fought against with Khun Sa at Loi Lang, on the Thai-Burma border. Many of their 
fellow-soldiers had died to malaria at that time. But they were afraid to talk about this to other people. We all 
knew that we had to obey the orders of the Wa leaders, or else we would be killed.

Most of my family were happy to be moving, especially two of my older daughters who wanted to escape from 
their miserable life. I could not feel happy because I did not know anything about the new place. My friend 
Ngao Kap did not tell the truth to anyone except me, so I thought no one else knew. I told my wife I did not 
want to leave my farm and opium plot, which was how I really felt. But I did not tell anyone else that I did not 
want to move.

Within a week, the order came from headquarters again that no one could sell their rice, buffalo, cows and pigs. 
They said they would reimburse the costs later.

Every year those of us who planted opium were busy in December, January and February. These three months 
were the most important time. We started to plant seed at the end of November, and we could start to collect 
the first opium in January. This was also the time to harvest rice, and it was the time when people could get 
money. This was really the time when we could get what we wanted. This was because the Chinese traders 
came and sold many different things. Some Chinese traders came right to our fields and sold food to us. We 
could exchange opium for food and other things we wanted. It was the most beautiful time of the year. It was 
during this time, one night, that 20 soldiers from the headquarters came and said: “Early tomorrow morning, 
when you hear the signal of a whistle, everyone must get up and cook and eat quickly. By the second whistle, 
you must all leave the village. No one is allowed to carry any pots, plates, or other belongings. When we arrive 
at the new place, you will be given new things,” said the soldiers.

Because of this order we were only allowed to carry our money and a little bit of opium. After we had been 
walking for five days, we heard a sound far in the distance. The sound was like a strong wind blowing and 
thunder. My wife and my daughter asked me what the sound was, but I did not know. Only after I asked one 
of the soldiers, did I learn that it was the sound of a car. I had never seen a car before. None of the other people 
in the village had seen one either, except for two villagers who had come back from fighting with Khun Sa. We 
were all eager to see one

When we arrived at the Wa military camp in the Mong Pawk area, we saw a truck for the first time. It was a big 
six-wheel truck, made in China. When we arrived there, we saw many strange things and more villagers than 
we could count. I had never seen such a big group of people in my life. I had never heard some of the languages 
they were speaking. We have many types of Wa; we are not all the same. There were also some Lahu and 
Chinese. Big and small cars came and went throughout the day. We stayed there for two days. On the third 
night when the children were sleeping, 500 of us were ordered to get into nine big six-wheel trucks. There was 
a big rush to get into the trucks. Then the trucks started to move. Before we had even gone beyond shouting 
distance, all the people, old, young and children started feeling sick, and began crying and shouting. There were 
three Wa soldiers in each truck. The soldiers threatened those who were shouting. Some of the villagers in the 
truck begged to go on foot instead of in the trucks. The soldiers told them that if they went on foot, it would 
take one month, and they would have to sleep along the way. A cover was put over the back of the truck. It 
became dark as night, and we could not see where we were going. Me and my younger daughter and my son 
were feeling very sick. My wife and oldest daughter could not look after all of us. Even though I’m a strong 
man, I felt too weak to take care of myself. I had never felt so bad in all my life. I felt like I was being punished 
in hell. I told my wife that what I prayed for in the next life was never to ride in a car again. I preferred to be 
killed than suffer so much. I was surprised that my wife and eldest daughter were not feeling sick. Anyhow, 
many others were suffering like me.
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The next morning, the soldiers said: “We are arriving in Mong Pieng town. Everyone can get out and go to the 
toilet. After that, we will have some rice to eat.” I did not want to eat. My throat felt dry. I drank water, and I 
was sick again. My son seemed to be feeling better than me because he was able to drink and eat.

The trucks carried on driving non-stop. Late at night we arrived at Mong Kyet town and they stopped and we 
got some food, then continued. The next day in the evening we arrived at Mong Hsat township at San Lu Yao 
village. That was 23 February 1999. We were told about two villages not so far from the village where we 
slept. One was a Lahu village with 100 houses and the other was Wa and Chinese, with about 200 houses. 
The villagers in those two villages had arrived one month before us. They had all come form the north.

The soil and location of those villages were better than the place we had arrived at. It was easy to walk across 
the mountain. Those villagers had built their houses easily with bamboo within a week after they had arrived.

The Wa organisation said they would provide us with rice for one year. They gave us a soldier’s uniform each, 
including to the women. Everyone was busy planting new farms during the first month. Everyone tried hard to 
work hard. I planted 32 pyi of paddy and I got 2048 pyi because of the good soil. Nothing had been grown on 
the soil before. We felt that we were better off than in our native place. My family was happy because we had 
no debts. We thought that we had now escaped from our life of debts.

At the end of the rainy season, we still felt happy but not for long. We started falling sick one by one, with a 
strange illness which we had never suffered from before. Before the one who was sick had recovered, another 
of us would start feeling sick again. We used the opium we had brought with us for medicine. Everyone in my 
family started using opium every night, both to treat and prevent the illness. The fevers went down, but then 
started again. We asked a spirit doctor to make offerings to the spirits. It was difficult and expensive, but we 
had to get chickens, pigs and dogs from our neighbours to give as offerings.

Our money had run out as well as our opium. Here we had no one to borrow from. In our old village, we could 
borrow for the next year till our next opium crop came. There was a rich Chinese man who lived in the middle 
of our village. We begged him to lend us money, and promised to pay back double the amount, but he refused 
to lend anything to us. The Wa organisation had told us they would repay our belongings like rice, pigs, dogs, 
chicken, buffalo and cows when we arrived at the new place. Because of the illness, every house was facing 
hunger. Many people went to ask from money from the Wa organisation but they all came back with empty 
hands. The soldiers simply said they were taking responsibility for the villagers, but they gave nothing. I also 
wanted to go and ask for rice and pigs, but I didn’t because I knew we could get nothing. Also, we were afraid 
that if we looked like we were not patient with the organisation, we could be killed. Because they were afraid 
of punishment, my daughter and my wife prohibited me from going to talk to the Wa authorities.

The Wa leader Wei Hsiao Kang, said to us: “If you need money, you can grow opium. We have made an 
agreement with SPDC. You can grow it for three years and you don’t have to pay tax.” This was opposite 
from what we had been told in our native place (before we came here). They had said we could not continue 
to grow opium when we arrived at the new place. But now no one cared about that. They just wanted to do 
any job to get money.

Before we had come to the new place, we had only heard the name “Ya Ba”. We had never seen it. Here there 
was a lot. If we transported it into Thailand, which would take one day and one night, we could get 10,000 
Baht. If I hadn’t been disabled, I’m sure I would have done it. The people who did this earned a lot of money 
and bought things which we had never seen before. I simply grew four plots of opium (where we could have 
planted 80 pyi of rice on each plot). When my wife and daughter were not sick they were able to go to work 
on the farm. We had to work hard from the morning through to the evening.
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We, Wa, have a saying: “In the hope of gaining a lot of honey, we are able to take a beehive and brave the 
terrible bees, but finally we get only a little honey.” We grew poppy in our fields, and it looked like we would 
get a good harvest, but in fact, there was hardly any sap in the pods. People thought it was because it had 
rained during the harvest time. We had no choice but to try and plant again next year.

After we had been in the new place for one year, many more Wa and Chinese came from the north again. Some 
came to stay in our village. This new Wa group had alot of money. Everyone could speak Chinese. They could 
buy oxen, horses and buffalo as soon as they arrived. They were busy searching for land. Some worked on the 
farms of Shan and Lahu who were the original inhabitants of the area. They told them they had bought the land 
from their leader. The original villagers had no one to complain and were forced to move out. We don’t know 
where they moved to.

The new group worked even harder than us. They were busy on their farms, cutting down the trees. Green 
forests were disappearing day by day. They got a lot of rice. They were happy like we were at first.

After their first harvest, they started to fall sick and die. They tried to cure themselves with all kinds ofrnagic, 
and traditional medicines. They used chickens, pigs, dogs and more than 10 buffalo to offer to the spirits but 
they did not get better. 3-4 people died each day. Because of all the wailing and crying, I sometimes thought I 
had come to a living hell.

My older daughter fell sick again and we gave her opium as medicine. Her body was hot, like fire. She had bad 
diarrhoea all night. In spite of the opium, she died early in the morning. After two days, her mother too had bad 
diarrhoea and died. I was griefstricken and felt so helpless. I felt especially sorry for my young son. He usually 
slept with his mother, and cried all night. I had to carry him myself to try and make him go to sleep.

At that time, our new neighbours also died. All five members of the family next door died. Altogether 50 people 
died within two weeks. In our old native place, we used to cure ourselves with the spirit-doctor we were sick. 
And we used to take opium when we had diarrhoea. We had never faced this kind of disease before. The 
spirit-medium said that the gods here in the south were different from the north. We bought 3 expensive 
buffaloes to offer to the spirits by collecting money from the villagers. 5 doctors from the north came, and two 
of them came to my village but people kept dying because there was not enough medicine.

LNDO Interview #2 (August 2001)
Wa villager resettled from Pang Wai township, northern Wa region

Sex: male
Age: 55
Ethnicity: Wa
Religion: Christian
Occupation: farmer and Wa militia
family: married, three children
village of origin: Yawng Yai, Pang Wai township

Wa leader, Wei Sai Tang ordered all the people who were under his control to move to the south because their 
area was so poor. The Wa people were used to having to obey orders from their time under communist rule, so 
no one dared to protest. We had to leave behind all our belongings, which we had struggled for so many years 
to collect. Some households had many cows and buffaloes which they had to leave behind. No one wanted to 
leave them behind. We were told by our leaders that we would be paid back for the possessions we left 
behind. We had no choice but to obey, whether we believed it or not.
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Our native place was very rocky and mountainous. Communications were difficult, and there were no plain 
areas for cultivation. All ploughing was done by hand. The main crop was opium. The soil was not suitable for 
rice, only for potatoes and maize. Most households did not have enough rice to eat. They had to eat, maize, 
potatoes, and other vegetables.

Our fields had been cultivated for generations, so we needed to use fertilizer, mostly animal manure. But that 
was not enough, so we used people’s excrement too. The plants would die if we were not careful. There was 
no forest and wood to make fire for cooking. We had to collect sticks. We used to use grass for the roof and 
the leaves for the sides of buildings.

When our leader Wei Sai Tang talked about the good place where we would move to, everyone was happy 
and wanted to get there quickly in one night and one day. It was the middle of one winter’s night, when we left 
our village, because we did not want to look back and be able to see what we were leaving. Even though we 
had not travelled so far by dawn, we were no longer able to see our village.

There were 278 houses in my village, Yawng Rai. The population was 1,590. The villages in the same township 
which also moved were Yawng Kha Lawt 1,798, Yawng Kai 3,540, Lai Thi Yar 2,088, Ok Si Yeet 2,034. 
Altogether there were 11,000 people.

Kun Mar or Tin Mor village tract, which had a population of about 18,700, which was controlled by our leader 
Paung Ye Chan (or) Ta Pan, also had to move.

I heard that about 24,900 people from China had to move to Panghsang, and Mumg Hsat by trucks along the 
Mong Lan road.

13,000 people from the Ko Kang area were to move from the Lashio, Mong Kemg, Namsan area to Mong 
Ton. 9,000 people from Pang Yang township had to move to Mong Peng and Mong Hsat by walking. 2,400 
from Nar Wi moved to Pang Yang by track then would continue by walking.

We were in the walking group because most of us were poor. All my family’s clothes were in one basket. My 
wife carried the clothes basket on her back and carried our one-year-old daughter too. I carried 2 viss of 
opium and 150 rupees at the bottom of the basket and maize and 6 pyi of rice on these. My three-year-old son 
was on my basket. My older daughter carried some plates and food. Our second daughter was holding her 
younger brother’s hand who was 5 years old.

Sometimes we would walk along the roads, and sometimes take short cuts. The way was very rough and often 
we had to walk in zig-zags up and down the mountaine. Most of the journey we walked on the Pang Wai and 
Pang Sang roads which we had made ourselves.

In the Yawng Parit and Aik Soi areas in Mumg Mao district, there was more opium than in ours. This was the 
part of the Wa area where most opium was produced and where most other crops could be grown. Most of 
the villagers there were rich. There were also silver deposits in this area. The Wa leaders and Chinese govern
ment made10,000 villagers there move out because they wanted to mine for silver. While we were walking, we 
were passed by villagers from Yawng Parit and Aik Soi villages, who were being moved in trucks.

There were many children in our group, so in some places we rested for two or three nights. It took us 18 days 
to arrive at Pang Sang. Than we crossed Mong Pauk and Ho Pun Mong Ngen valley and continued to Tong 
Tar area, crossing the Keng Tung - Taunggyi road. Then we followed the Nam Sim River to Mong Yawn, in 
Mong Hsat Township, where we are now.
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The trip had taken 69 days. Everyone was tired, especially the children. We had to continually encourage them 
to keep walking. My wife and eldest daughter took it in turns to carry my son, who was crying for much of the 
journey. The area we reached was better than our native area. The rice was cheap, but when more newcomers 
arrived, the prices of everything became higher and higher. We could not buy the food we needed. We bought 
a dog at the price they said because we liked it. We slept 3 nights at Ho Pun Mong Ngen village, which was one 
of the Wa villages because we bought the buffalo there and ate it. We were happy because the children were 
enjoying themselves.

When we arrived at Mong Yawn, my family received support from the Wa organisation because we were their 
members. I earned 20 Yuan (Chinese money), my wife got 15, my son and daughter got 10 Yuan.. And each 
of us got 6 Pyis of rice per month. So we didn’t have any problem. We got military uniforms including women 
and children. Men had full time duty but women and children only sometimes. We had a law that Wa nationals 
have to be soldier.

The bigger families were better because they were supported by the organisation. Therefor, some men could 
have more than one wife. Especially those in higher posts had more then two wives.

When we were in our former village, they said that we would not be able to grow opium but could grow rice 
and we can get as many fields as we wanted. When we arrived at the new place, the Wa organisation and 
SPDC made an agreement that we were able to grow opium for three years because we could not yet grow 
other crops.

The newcomers became busy on their farms. Wherever they saw good soil and they wanted it, they would 
clash with the local Lahu and other Wa. The leaders would then make a decision, and everyone had to obey 
the orders. In my family, except for the duties for the organization, we spent our time working on our farm.

LNDO Interview #3 (conducted October 12,2001)
Lahu villager from Mumg Hsat affected by Wa resettlement

Sex: male
Age: 41
Ethnicity: Lahu
Religion: Christian
Occupation: Farmer
Family: Married, with 3 children
Hometown: Veterans’ quarter, Murng Hsat township, Eastern Shan State

During 1999-2000, thousands of Wa and Chinese kept coming continuously, by truck and also on foot. There 
were also many Wa soldiers coming and going.

The Wa are one of the peoples of the northern Shan State of Burma. We regard them as people of the same 
land as us, even though they live far away. Because of the bad roads and communications, it is difficult for us to 
meet them. We, living in the South, hardly ever see the people from the North. A long time ago, in our parents’ 
time, some Wa would pass through our way, but during the last 30 years, we didn’t see any Wa at all. To us, 
they seem rather intimidating. Not only children, but even adults, are afraid even at the sight of them. When I 
was small, when parents wanted to stop children ciying, they would threaten them that the Wa would come and 
cut off their heads if they didn’t stop, and the children would stop immediately.

Most Wa can speak Shan well. Some leaders can speak Yunnanese Chinese fluently.
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Northern Wa leader Wei Hsiao Kang, bought over 5,000 acres of the best land around Mumg Hsat from the 
SPDC. This was land which local Shan, Lahu, Akha and Palaung had been cultivating for generations, growing 
rice, oranges, tea, garlic, chilllies, sugar cane. The forests, wildlife areas, spirit houses, nothing was spared. 
Whatever the Wa from the north wanted, they were given.

In the N^ae Kyan Lahu quarters one and two, which were the Lahu and Burmese veterans’ quarters there were 
altogether 230 houses. In Ashor Paya (Akha) village, 60 houses, in Zulu (Akha) village, 50 houses, Ban Hoong 
(Shan) 200 houses, Sai Khao (Shan) 130 houses, Kaung Moo Tan (Shan) 130 houses, Ban Mai (Shan) 110 
houses, Hart Ba (Shan) 23 houses; altogether 680 houses in that area, about 4,500 people, suffered from the 
influx of Wa new arrivals.

Apart from that, all the land in the valley between the Mae Kin and the Huay Hok streams was taken by the Wa 
from the north, who set up about 3 villages, or altogether over 500 households.

Not the tiniest bit of compensation was received by anyone. It was useless to complain to the SPDC authori
ties. And if anyone complained to the Wa authorities, they just said they had bought everything from (SPDC 
Secretary-1, Lt.-Gen.) Khin Nyunt. People had nowhere to turn to.

The Wa came and took the fruit and vegetables which the local people had planted. They terrified the owners 
by gesturing that they would cut off their heads. The older people complained that even during the time of the 
Japanese or the Kuomintang Chinese, things had not been as bad as this.

Wei Hsiao Kang’s battalion 801, was based in my village, Ban Hoong. There were about 2,000 families of Wa 
soldiers. In the army base there were also four Chinese quarters, altogether about 250 houses, about 1,000 
people. These Chinese were involved in Wei’s military and economic affairs. Now Ban Hoong has become 
very crowded. It has become like a small Wa town, with modem buildings and even a department store.

In this area, the indigenous Lahu, Shan and Akha are now being victimized by the Wa Army and the SPDC 
military. Money is extorted from them, and they have to bear other abuses. Most of them cannot bear the ill 
treatment by the Wa newcomers, and have been leaving. Few have remained behind.

LNDO Interview # 4 (conducted October 10, 2001)
Shan villager from Talang village (Mong Kan area), Mong Hsat township, affected by Wa resettlement

Sex: Male
Age: 53
Ethnicity: Shan
Religion: Buddhist
Family: Married, with three children
Place of origin: Talang village, Murng Hsat township, Eastern Shan State 
Occupation: Farmer, Assistant village headman

In the Talang village tract, there are three villages: Talang, Wan Yang, and Wan Bong, altogether about 150 
houses, or 1,000 people. Now some have gone to Thailand, some have gone to Tachilek, and some to Mumg 
Phyak. The reason is that in 2001, about 2,500 houses of Wa from the North and Wa from Mumg Yawn came 
and set up four big villages in the area.

These Wa came and took all the fruit and vegetables planted by the local people without asking any permission.
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If the owners politely asked them not to, they answered back rudely, and gestured that they would cut off their 
heads. The villagers’ wives and children became scared even going out to work in their fields and gardens. 
Their pigs, chickens and dogs were stolen by the Wa. Cattle and buffalo also disappeared. No one could 
complain about these thefts since the Wa were armed.

Since I was the assistant headman, I was always busy. When the SPDC soldiers came to our village, wherever 
I was, I would always have to rush back to the village. If the soldiers wanted porters, and I couldn’t arrange 
this in time, or if I couldn’t give them chickens or alcohol, they would kick me. This happened again and again. 
One time, they ordered 50 porters and when there was one person short, I was kicked by them and made to 
go also as a porter for 17 days.

When the fighting on the Thai border at Pang Noon between the Shan army and the SPDC happened (in 
February 2001), a group of SPDC came into our village. I was arrested and ordered to summon all the 
villagers together. Some were too afraid to come back to the village, and hid in the forest. They then accused 
them of contacting the Shan rebels. They covered my head with a wet blanket, and beat me again and again 
with a bamboo stick on the head until I passed out. When I came to, I found myself tied up under a house in a 
cow stall. They told me again and again that I would be killed. Even though the headman pleaded with the 
SPDC, and said no one in the village had any contact with the Shan army, the troops carried on being brutal. 
They shot and killed the pigs and chickens in the village. The headman collected together all the money he could 
in the village, altogether 122,000 kyats, and went down on his knees before the SPDC officer in charge. The 
officer took the money: “I pity you, so I’ll be easy on you,” he said. “If not, I could have killed all of you.” He 
said the headman could have got a 20-year jail sentence. I was beaten the whole night before I was released. 
The soldiers were from Mumg Phyak, Regiment 221.

In Mumg Kan village, about 300 Wa households have set up 3 new villages. There were about 30 Chinese 
households which came too. Because of this, all the Shan villagers have either gone to Thailand, or Tachilek. 
The Wa who moved in were very badly behaved, and did as they pleased. They had no discipline at all. Not 
only the Wa men, but also the women and children, when they argued with the local Shan villagers, they would 
make gestures they would cut their throats.

We people of the hills are used to living with each other. Shan and Lahu have been living together since the time 
of our ancestors. Even though not all of us are literate, the villages have their own rules. Even if some of our 
customs are different, we know what is right and wrong. For cases of theft, or other crimes, we have our own 
customary measures. This means that people cannot take advantage of each other. We have thus co-existed 
for generations.

Now, with the SPDC in power, even if we go and complain about injustice, they don’t take any action. The 
SPDC make accusations at whim, like claiming that villagers have contact with Shan rebels, and they arrest and 
beat them. Many have even been killed.

The Wa have their own headmen, and district leaders. They understand what is right and wrong. They have 
strong military leaders. But nowthey are making themselves leaders. We have become their subjects. Now we 
must bear injustice and see our native lands being taken from us.

Shan elders have a saying: “Stay in one house, grow up in one compound.” Even though cattle, buffalo and 
horses can stay in one field, their habits are not the same. Cows and buffalo can graze in bushes, but horses stay 
in open fields. So if you keep cows, buffalo and horses in one stable, the cows and buffalo will attack with their 
horns, and the horses will kick with their feet.
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We are like in this saying. We don’t hate the Wa, but we live in different ways. In other words, since they are 
living by the rule of the gun, we can never be equal.

LNDO Interview # 5 (December 12,2001)
Lahu villager from Mong Hsat township, affected by Wa resettlement

Sex: male
Age: 30
Ethnicity: Lahu
Occupation: Farmer
Religion: Christian
Family: married with 2 children
Original village: Pa Horn Book (originally over 80 houses), Mumg Hsat township

It was in late 1999, around Christmas time, when Wa from the northern Wa area arrived in our village. They 
came all at once, about 700 soldiers with their families in large trucks. They came and started building their 
own houses by our village, and planting their crops. They took all the good land from the local villagers. We 
weren’t allowed to complain. Anyone who complained was arrested and put in “jail” (in an underground pit). 
They were tied up with chains around their legs and then made to work in the fields for the Wa, with only one 
meal a day.

The Wa that came to our area were from the UWSA 214 Division. When they arrived, each person was given
1,000 baht (in Thai money), including children. They were also given one large tin of rice each per adult, and 
half a tin per child. They were given this amount each month. They were told they would be given this amount 
for three years, after which they would have to rely on themselves.

They planted rice in the fields that we used to plant. They also planted poppies up in the hills. Their leaders told 
them not to grow opium nearby, but out of sight. They were told they could grow until 2005, after which it 
would be forbidden.

There were also some Chinese with them. They set up shops and sold various food items. They also made 
whiskey to sell from com. I also saw some Chinese soldiers and officers with the Wa Army. They wore Wa 
uniforms, but they were whiter-skinned than the Wa, so it was easy to tell them apart. They spoke no language 
other than Chinese.

Soon after the Wa arrived, they started to get ill with malaria and dying. They were dying one after another. 
Sometimes ten people in one day. I’ve never seen anything like it before in my life. There were some Wa 
medics, but they couldn’t save the people. They ordered large trucks of medicine, both Chinese and Thai 
medicine, but it didn’t seem to work. They buried the bodies outside the village. No sooner had they buried 
one person, then another person died. Men, women, children, whole families were dying. Some people tried to 
run away when their family members started dying, but if they were caught, they were arrested and beaten. 
Some men were even killed for trying to run away. So anyone running away had to go at night time. The Wa 
soldiers would search each house to look for people who had run away, asking if anyone knew where they had 
gone.

Some children were orphaned when their parents died of illness. They were taken away and sent to the army 
base in Ho Yawd for schooling. There is one school there, which teaches Chinese, Wa and Shan. There are 
about 300 children there, boys and girls. They will all work for the Wa army after they finish their schooling.
I stayed in the village for about one year after the Wa arrived, and then finally I couldn’t bear it any longer and
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I left. The Wa took everything they wanted from us. They demanded taxes. Each family member had to give 
250 baht (Thai money) to the Wa Army per year. If we couldn’t give this, we had to give one person to the Wa 
Army instead. They accepted children from the age of 7 years upwards. Luckily I had enough chickens, and 
other animals which I could sell off to give enough money. We also had to give a tax of 10 tins of rice per field 
to the Wa Army. This was as well as the rice we had to give to the Burmese Army.

When I left the village, I couldn’t take anything with me, except for a few blankets. I left behind one big mother 
pig and 7 piglets, and 70 chickens. The Wa wouldn’t let me take anything else. By the time I left there were no 
Lahu left in our village at all. Everyone else had run away, and the Wa had moved into their old houses. 
Everyone scattered in different directions. Some went to Ho Yawd, some to Mumg Hsat. I don’t know anyone 
who came to Thailand.

LNDO Interview # 6 (December 7, 2001)
Akha villager from Murng Hsat (displaced by Wa settlers)

Sex: Male 
Age: 42
Family: Married, two children 
Ethnicity: Akha 
Religion: Animist 
Occupation: Farmer
Village of Origin: Bulu village, Murng Hsat Township

My family are originally from the Mumg Turn village tract of Mumgt Hsat, from the village of Mae Kyob, in the 
hills. But in 1994, there was fighting and we were forced by the SLORC military to be porters, so we moved 
to the village of Pak Book, in the San Kang tract of Mumg Hsat township. Then we moved to the village of 
Bulu, where we stayed for about 5 years before coming to Thailand.

We were continually having to work as porters for the SPDC before we came. If we couldn’t carry our loads, 
we were beaten and kicked like animals. You can see the scars on my back to prove it.

Apart from having to pay various taxes to the SPDC, we also had to pay opium tax to the Wa Army. Whether 
or not our opium fields were large or small, we had to pay 10 ticals of opium to them. Also, we had to pay them 
two tins of rice per year, and a “people’s” tax of250 baht per house. (When we sold opium to the Wa, we 
were paid in Thai baht.) If we could not pay that, we were told we had to give our son (who was 14 years old), 
to the Wa Army as a soldier.

We couldn’t afford to pay the taxes, and we didn’t want to lose our only son, so we ran away to the Thai 
border on December 3,2001.

It was in December 2000, on about the 18th day of the month, that the Wa started arriving in their thousands 
to our area. They came in about 80 ten-wheel trucks, which were rented from Thailand, and in about 100 6- 
wheel trucks, rented from China. There were altogether about 7,000 Wa families, or over 40,000 people in all. 
I was told by a Wa friend that they came from various areas, including the Ai Soi and Mumg Mao areas, of the 
northern Wa region.

My friend said that in some cases, entire Wa villages had been resettled, and in some cases, only part of the 
villages. The people had not come of their own free will. They had no choice but to obey the Wa leaders. Some 
were told 6 months in advance that they would be moving. Some had no warning at all. In the case of one
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village called Yaung Gayor, which had 230 houses, the order had been given that about 100 families should 
move. But on the day of the move, actually 150 were ordered to move. They simply forced people out from 
other houses at random. In some families, there were children who ran away secretly from their houses be
cause they didn’t want to go, and so were left behind. Thus, families ended up being split up by the move. 
Some had heard that after the move south in 1999, many people had died, and they were afraid to move, but 
did not dare disobey the order. No one dared speak out about all the problems caused by the move. People 
were only allowed to say that things would be better in the south.

The new Wa settlers brought old coins with them. They had more money than us. When they first arrived, they 
were each given 1,000 baht. But this was only in the first year. They were not given money again. They were 
also given monthly rations of rice: adults were given 35 cups of rice each, and children 15 cups of rice.
When the new Wa settlers arrived we were able to sell our chicken, pigs, dogs and cows to them at double the 
usual price. For one chicken, we could get one old coin (worth 900 kyats). But as for the fruit and vegetables 
we had planted, they simply took what they wanted without asking us. If we tried to stop them, they just 
shouted at us.

Our area was very good for growing opium. The Wa Army told the new settlers that they could grow opium for 
3 years. Also the SPDC had told people: “You cannot grow opium on the forehead (i.e. in full view), but on the 
nape of the neck (i.e. out of sight)”. As a result, the new Wa settlers planted large areas of opium. They were 
allowed to sell the opium freely, even to Thailand, but the local Lahu, Akha and Shan villagers were not allowed 
to sell their opium freely. They were given the order that they must sell it directly to the Wa Army. If they 
disobeyed the order, they were arrested and imprisoned.

The main problem was with our rice fields. The newcomers simply seized the fields and cleared the trees in the 
areas around them without asking who the owners were. As a result, within a year, most of the original villagers 
had simply abandoned their farms and crops and moved elsewhere. The whole area between the Mae King 
stream and the Nam Kok River was taken over by the Wa 214 Division, comprising 1,000 troops. They were 
under the command of the Wa leader named Ta Rong.

The Wa settlers themselves had to pay tax to the Wa Army. In one year, they had to give 10 ticals of opium, 2 
tins of rice and 200 baht. But they did not have to pay any taxes to the SPDC.

The Lahu, Akha and Shan, however, had to pay tax to the SPDC. Each house had to sell 8 baskets of rice to 
the SPDC at a rate of 300 kyats per basket. In fact the market price of rice was 1,500 kyats per basket. As 
for opium, whether their fields were large or small, they had to give 10 ticals of opium to the SPDC. If they 
couldn’t give opium, they had to give the equivalent market price of the opium in cash.

Apart from this, the SPDC made the villagers buy horses to use as porters. The horses were not fed properly, 
and were overworked, so many died. Sometimes the SPDC soldiers killed and ate the horses, but told the 
villagers that they had died at the front line, so they had to buy new horses to replace them. Often each house 
ended up paying 1,500 kyats more than twice a year for the horses. Furthermore, even though it was an
nounced loudly by the local district officials that they would not be using people as porters any more, on 
September 7 of this year, they ordered all the people in the village tract of Pha Phe to come and work for a 
week building a new camp for the SPDC 527 battalion.

In file area to which the Wa had resettled, along the Mae King stream, there were originally about 3 3 villages, 
which had been there for generations. There were about 1,428 houses, or about 5,679 people in all. The 
number of Wa newcomers was far greater. There were about 7,000 new Wa families, or about 42,000 people. 
The result was that many of the original inhabitants moved out to other places. Those that could not move far
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The Wa authorities told the people who were moving away that they were only allowed to take what they could 
carry on their bodies. Everything else, such as their fields, paddy, and other crops, they had to leave behind. 
No one was given any money as compensation.

The Wa people can work much harder than us, in rain or shine. But soon after the newcomers arrived, within 
two months, they started getting sick in their thousands and dying. Just around our village alone, there must 
have been over 300 who died. Some Chinese doctors came, but there was not enough medicine, and people 
kept dying. In 2001, fewer people died, but still each month about 5-6 people were dying, mostly among the 
new arrivals, not among the people who had arrived first.

away, set up new villages in the area.
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